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Abstract

A 9 step synthesis of (+/-)-curcumene
ether is described starting from 5-bromo-2-methyl-2-pentene and
2-amino-5-methylphenol in 7% overall yield using an intramolecular
Heck reaction as the key transformation to generate a stereogenic
quaternary center.
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anhydrous MgSO4, filtered and ether removed under reduced
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mixture of 12 and 13 (31
mg, 90%). IR (cm-1) 1814 (ester
C=O), 1629 (alkene C=C); 1H
NMR δ 1.35 (br s, 3 H, H-1 or H-2), 1.39 (br s, 3 H, H-10
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mixtures of double bond isomers 12 and 13.
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