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A nickel-catalyzed reductive aryldifluoroacetylation of N-vinylacetamide with ethyl chloro(difluoro)acetate and aryl iodides is described. This chelating amide carbonyl group-assisted strategy provides rapid access to a variety of protected α,α-difluoro-γ-amino acids that might have potential applications in peptide chemistry and protein engineering. An advantage of this method is its synthetic simplicity, with no preparation of organometallic reagents.
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