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Abstract

A new and straightforward procedure is described for the preparation of highly substituted pyridines and pyridazines. The method involves a Diels-Alder/retro-Diels-Alder sequence leading to dihydropyridine or related intermediates, which can be aromatized to pyridines and pyridazines by treatment with silica gel. The value of this procedure has been demonstrated with a one-step synthesis of an E-ring-modified steroid.
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