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Introduction

Chronic post-thoracotomy pain occurs in approximately 50 % of patients after thoracotomy, and is the most common postoperative complication [[1]]. Moreover, previous work has shown that intercostal nerve damage may be responsible for chronic post-thoracotomy pain [[2], [3]]. Some authors have advocated the placement of intracostal sutures (placed after drilling holes in the bottom rib) to avoid nerve impingement during closure [[4]]. However, this method does not provide a means of avoiding the nerve during rib spreading, and it takes time to set up the drill and console. We describe here a means of avoiding the intercostal nerve during rib spreading and closure without any additional equipment.
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