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The authors report two cases of iatrogenic spinal accessory nerve injury after diagnostic lymph-node biopsies in the posterior cervical triangle. Both patients had significant shoulder dysfunction with inability to abduct and lift the shoulder, and nerve injury was diagnosed with electrodiagnostic tests. Subsequently, both patients underwent nerve reconstruction at the appropriate time, one with a 2.5-cm autograft, the other with the use of a 2.5-cm PGA tube. The authors describe incomplete recovery in the autografted patient, and complete recovery in the PGA-treated patient. They now prefer the PGA tube for XIth nerve reconstruction.

Even though both patients are very well-documented, the mode of injury was similar and the reconstruction distance was the same, surely, the question of whether it is better to reconstruct the XIth cranial nerve with an autograft or PGA tube under these conditions cannot be answered on the basis of these two cases report. I would have been more satisfied if the title had been changed and the conclusion modified.

The argument of prolonged surgery time seems to be irrelevant since, in most of these patients, the greater auricular nerve will need to be exposed and identified for XIth  nerve exploration. Furthermore the cost of the PGA tube should also be considerd (if this should, indeed, be an argument).

Since the authors end with an algorithm, they should also have stated that defects larger than 2.5 cm should still be reconstructed with an autograft. For defects less than 2.5 cm, it is question of preference. The fact that one patient here did better than the other seems to me to be totally irrelevant. Larger series on this specific nerve injury suggest that most will do very well, if reconstructed in a timely fashion.[1]
          [2]
        

Regarding cranial motor nerve reconstruction, I am surprised that the PGA tube has not been used, as yet, for facial nerve reconstruction. It would have been interesting had the authors commented on this in their discussion.
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