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Abstract

        
Skull base surgeons are frequently required to operate in close proximity to the facial nerve. At times, a skull base tumor is resected with the facial nerve grossly infact, only to have the patient awaken with a unilateral facial paresis or paralysis. In the selected cases where the surgeon is certain that the facial nerve has been left intact and return of function is expected, methods are needed to ameliorate the temporary paresis or paralysis of the eyelids. In our institution, eyelid closure has been achieved by placement of a gold weight in the upper eyelid. These weights were placed with the knowledge that they could be removed once facial nerve function returned. We report on 11 such patients who had gold weights placed within 3 weeks of their original intracranial or skull base procedure. All patients were discharged with adequate eyelid closure. Three patients later required lower lid surgery for poor tone or persistence of paralysis. Our experience is reviewed and our recommendations concerning the management of temporary facial paralysis of the eyelids is presented.
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