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ABSTRACT

        
To improve the understanding of the biological functions and pharmacology of heparin and dermatan sulfate, low-molecular-weight heparin (LMWH) and low-molecular-weight dermatan sulfate (LMWDS) were labeled with tyramine (T) by covalently linking T to the terminal residue of 2,5-anhydromannose (or 2,5-anhydrotalose for dermatan sulfate). The covalent labeling was demonstrated by nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy. The tyramine-labeled LMWH (LMWH-T) was also labeled with fluorescein (F) by further reacting it with fluorescein isothiocyanate. The fluoresceinated LMWH-T (LMWH-T,F ) was used to analyze biological functions on blood coagulation and binding to leukocytes. The biological activities on factor Xa and thrombin inhibition remained unchanged compared with the parent compound. Flow cytometric analysis of leukocytes demonstrated binding of the modified heparin to granulocytes, monocytes, and lymphocytes, the half-live being twice as long as the antifactor Xa activity. F-labeled heparin was displaced by unlabeled heparin from all three populations of leukocytes. Binding of heparin to leukocytes may play an important role in inflammation and atherosclerosis. 
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