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Perioperative Costs between Stereotactic Laser Ablation and Craniotomy for Hypothalamic Hamartoma
      


We read the article on “Perioperative Costs between Stereotactic Laser Ablation and Craniotomy for Hypothalamic Hamartoma” with a great interest.[1] Lam et al found that “children undergoing SLA for HH have a shorter length of stay and lower cost of hospitalization compared with those who underwent craniotomy and resection for the same diagnosis” and concluded that “SLA may represent an attractive alternative to craniotomy for the treatment of refractory epilepsy secondary to HH.”[1] For the cost, there are many issues to be addressed. The indirect cost (such as expenses and opportunity loss of family) must be assessed. The instrumentation cost must also be assessed in comparative study. Also, the cost for training of the new surgical technique should not be forgotten. In addition, an important determinant for the cost is the quality of care. In any setting with poor patient care, there will be a high rate of perioperative complication and this is an additional cost. Du et al noted that “although morbidity appears to be lower than other open approaches, complications related to LITT and their avoidance should be considered carefully.”[2] In the present study, an important question is whether there is a selection bias for allocation of the case for each surgical approach.
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