
    
    

    
    

    

    
    
    
      
    
    homeopathy


    
    
    
    



    

      

  
    	
          
            DE
          
        
	
          EN
        
	
        
          Home
        
      
	
        Products
        	
            
              Journals
            
          
	
            
              Books
            
          
	
            
              Book Series
            
          


        

      
	
        Service
        	
            
              Library Service
            
          


        

      
	
        Help
      
	
        
          Contact
        
      
	
        
          Portal
        
      


  

  
    
    
      
        Homeopathy
      
    

    

  
    
    
      
        
          Full-text search
        

      

      	Full-text search
	Author Search
	Title Search
	DOI Search
	Metadata Search


    

    
    
    
    
  




  

  
    


  



  	
	
	
	
	
	
        
          Journal
        
        	
                Aims and Scope
              
	
                Editorial Board
              
	
                German National License
              


      
	
        
          Authors
        
        	
                Instructions for Authors
              
	
                Submit a Manuscript
              
	
                Women in Homeopathy Collection
              


      
	
          
            Subscription
          
          	
                  Subscription
                
	
                  Institutional Licensing
                


        
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Virtual Issues
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                Homeopathy and Public Health
              
	
                Homeopathy and COVID-19
              


      
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Societies
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                Faculty of Homeopathy
              


      





    	
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
          
            
              Not Logged In
            
             
              Login
            
            
              	
                  
                    
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        Username or e-mail address: 
                        
                      

                      
                        Password:
                        
                      

                      
                        
                      

                      Forgot Access Data?
                      
                        Register Now
                      
                      
                        OpenAthens/Shibboleth Login
                      
                    

                  
                


            

          
        
        

        

      
	
        
        
          Shopping Cart
        
        









        
        
      


  

  
    
      
    

    
    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      
        
          
        

      
    
  




      

      

      
        




  



  

  
    
    
      [image: ]
      
    

    
    
      
        
          
          
          
          
            Year (Archive)
            
              
                
                  2016
                

              

              	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2024
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2023
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2022
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2021
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2020
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2019
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2018
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2017
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2016
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2015
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2014
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2013
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2012
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2011
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2010
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2009
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2008
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2007
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2006
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2005
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2004
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2003
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2002
                      
                    


            

          

          
          
          
            Issues
            

          

        


        	
                Table of Contents
              
	
            
              
                Current Issue
              
            
          
	
              
                Free Sample Issue (01/2024)
              
            


      
    

    
    
      

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



    
    
    

    

    

    
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
          
            
          
          
          
        
      
    
      
    
      
        
          
  
          
            
          
  
          
            
              
              
                Access to Archive Issues
              
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          British Homeopathic Journal 
                        

                       
                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
        
          
            
              Related Journals
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          Homeopathic Links
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Allgemeine Homöopathische Zeitung
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Zeitschrift für Klassische Homöopathie
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Zeitschrift für Ganzheitliche Tiermedizin
                        

                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
        
          
            
              Related Books
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          Complementary Medicine
                        

                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
  

    
  

  
  
  






  
  

  
    

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
      
    
  



    


  

    

    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    

    
    
    

    
      
        
          Subscribe to RSS

          Please copy the URL and add it into your RSS Feed Reader.

          
          https://www.thieme-connect.de/rss/thieme/en/10.1055-s-00034926.xml
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
        [bookmark: saveLink]
      
    

    
      
        
      

      
        
      

      
        
          Share / Bookmark

          Facebook
          X
          Linkedin
          Weibo
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
          
              
          
      
    

    

    

    
      
        
        
          
          
          
        
      
    
  


  
    
      
        
          
            
              Download PDF
            
          
        
      

      
        
          
            
          
        
      

    

  

  

  
  
    
  
  




    
    
Homeopathy 2016; 105(04): 359
DOI: 10.1016/j.homp.2016.09.005


Letter to the Editor



Copyright ©
The Faculty of Homeopathy
2016

Response to ”The publication in Homeopathy of studies involving animal experimentation“. Reply to Dr Katy Taylor


Kate Chatfield

Ethics Adviser (Preston, UK)



, 


Robert T Mathie

Senior Deputy Editor (London, UK)

› Author Affiliations

Subject Editor: 
Further Information


Publication History

Publication Date:
22 December 2017 (online)












	
Abstract

	
Full Text




 

[image: SFX Search]

 Buy Article Permissions and Reprints



[image: ]


Sir,

We thank Dr Taylor for her congratulations and comments about the publication in Homeopathy of studies involving animal experimentation. In her letter, Dr Taylor raises some important points that are worthy of contemplation and, indeed, these points were awarded due consideration in the development of the new policy. We shall endeavour to explain further the deliberative process that led to the development of the policy in regard to these concerns.

Dr Taylor refers to the four broad categories that we describe for why animals are used in research and asks why we do not exclude categories 1 and 2: ‘understanding of how living creatures function’ and ‘as experimental models to study disease processes’.

Firstly, we must point out that these are not ‘our’ categories: they are drawn from commonly cited reasons for animal experimentation that are described by AnimalResearch.info, an international collaboration of scientists and researchers. As we stated in our paper, existing homeopathy research does not fall easily into these categories but there is value in analysis of the motivations for these studies.

Secondly, there seems to be some misunderstanding on Dr Taylor’s part about the purpose of homeopathy research that might fall into categories 1 and 2. In our opinion, there is a need to investigate the mechanism of action of homeopathic remedies, including investigation of disease and of physiology. While we wish to encourage the use of alternatives to animal experimentation whenever possible, we do not wish to exclude it where the potential for benefit clearly outweighs the potential for harm. Discovery of a mechanism of action for homeopathic remedies could potentially reveal the key to the development of treatments that are beneficial to both humans and animals alike. Furthermore, given the urgent need to develop more eco-friendly and sustainable forms of health care, the potential for benefit to the planet and for future generations must also be taken into consideration.

Thirdly, Dr Taylor makes an unwarranted assumption with her statement that there will be ‘undoubted suffering’ from use of animals in homeopathy research. We would like to reassure her that the journal will not publish research that fails the harm: benefit test and that we will be scrupulous in our review of the application of the principle of refinement.

Lastly, we strongly disagree that refusal of any research that involves animals is needed to be in keeping with the law, science and ethical values of homeopathy. Rather than improving ethical standards in animal research, this may simply drive researchers to avoid the peer-review process and publish elsewhere. The new policy will encourage researchers to explore fully the need for their animal research and to seek alternatives to the use of animals to meet their research aims.
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