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Abstract

        
To ascertain the occurrence of atherosclerosis in the abdominal aorta and the initial portions of its branches, 120 consecutive postmortem examinations were made in the Tampere University Hospital. The mean age of the individuals had been 62 years. Macroscopic estimations were made of the extent and areal involvement of atherosclerosis in the abdominal aorta. The ostia and the narrowest intraluminal diameters of the first 3 cm of the celiac, superior mesenteric, inferior mesenteric, and renal and iliac arteries were determined with probes. Eighty patients (67%) had fibrous plaques or more severe signs of atherosclerosis in the abdominal aorta. Aortic atherosclerosis was strongly associated with aging. A significant association between aortic and coronary, cerebral and iliac arterial atherosclerosis was found. Thirty-five patients (29%) had stenosis in the celiac, superior mesenteric, or inferior mesenteric artery. Sixtyseven percent of the stenoses were a consequence of atherosclerosis in the aortic ostia of these arteries. Although many of the atherosclerotic plaques in the aorta are of little hemodynamic importance, they become clinically more significant when narrowing the ostia of visceral arterial branches.


      


















  >
  
  

    
  

  
    
      
        

      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 18.207.224.173
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  