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Letter to Editor

Impact factor - the reputation gauge of the journals: An overview

Sir,

Journal impact factor (JIF) is a common entity that health
care professionals usually come across.But most of them
don’t what is the journal impact factor, what is the method
for calculating the journal impact factor and how it can be
utilized. The Impact factor of a journal is notassociated to
the factors like quality of peer review process and quality
of content of the journal but is a measure that reflects
the average number ofcitationsto articles published
injournals, books, thesis, project reports, newspapers,
conference/ seminar proceedings, documents published
in internet, notes and any other approved documents (by
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) or similar body).

Impact factor is commonly used to evaluate the relative
importance of a journal within its field and to measure
the frequency with which the “average article” in a journal
has been cited in a particular time period.Journal which
publishes more review articles will get highest impact
factors. Journals with higher impact factors believed
to be more important than those with lower ones.!
According to Eugene Garfield “Impact simply reflects
the ability of the journals and editors to attract the best
paper available”.?!Journal which publishes more review
articles will get maximum impact factors.

Impact factor can be calculated after completing the
minimum of threeyears of publication; therefore Journal
Impact Factor cannot be calculated for new journals. In
a given year, the impact factor of a journal is the average
number of citations received per article published in that
journal during the two preceding years. For example, if
a journal has an impact factor of threein 2008, then its
papers published in 2006 and 2007 received threecitations
each on average in 2008. The 2008 impact factors are
actually published in 2009; they cannot be calculated
until all of the 2008 publications have been processed
by the indexing agency (Thomson Reuters). The IF for the
biomedical journals may range up to 5-8 percent.” The IF
of any journal may be calculated by the formula.

2012 impact factor = A/B
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Where

A is the number of times articles published in 2010 and
2011 were cited by indexed journals during 2012.

B is the total number of citable items like articles and
reviews published by that journal in 2010 and 2011.

This letter is an attempt to draw an attention towards the
potential significance of journal impact factor and I hope
it will assist and guide the researchers in this direction.
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A free application to browse and search the journal’s content is now available for iPhone/iPad.
The application provides “Table of Contents” of the latest issues, which are stored on the device
for future offline browsing. Internet connection is required to access the back issues and search
facility. The application is Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad and Requires i0S 3.1 or
later. The application can be downloaded from http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/medknow-journals/
id458064375%s=1&mt=8. For suggestions and comments do write back to us.
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