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As decades roll by and technology changes, some 
techniques loose their importance and relevance's. 
Newer technologies replace older technologies, 

as the newer techniques are more accurate, sensitive, 
specific, less invasive or cheaper. Techniques such as 
pnuemoencephalography, retroperitoneal insufflations of 
air are examples of old technologies, which have been 
totally replaced and now listed only in the archives of 
medicine. Bronchography, myelography and perfusion/ 
ventilation scans are more recent examples of procedures 
which have been replaced by less invasive newer imaging 
modalities. During their time these procedures for the lack 
of a more appropriate procedure served humanity and 
helped in the diagnostic work up. In recognition of their 
service, in their time of need, it is only appropriate to 
write an epitaph, so as to chronicle the virtues of this 
technology, more than merely as a remembrance. 

Figure 1 CT Urogram VRT image 

The intravenous urogram, a procedure utilized for visualizing 
the urinary tract from the time of discovery of contrast agents 
is on the brink of extinction. 

Fig2 MDCT Urogram : Terminal ureteric calculus causing 
obstruction to terminal right ureter. Note small calculi in lower 
pole left kidney. 

Fig 3 CT Urogram demonstrating left lower ureteral calculs 
with hydroureter. Distal ureter below calculus is visualised 

Article published online: 2021-07-31








