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Introduction

Despite the high prevalence of gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) and, to a lesser degree, Barrett’s esophagus in the Western world, there are still many unknowns with regard to the epidemiology, natural history, and appropriate treatments for these conditions. There is a significant amount of ongoing research into endoscopic treatment modalities in an attempt to reduce the need for medical therapy for GERD. Meanwhile, the underlying biology of Barrett’s carcinogenesis is incompletely understood, as is the ideal treatment for Barrett’s esophagus and advanced neoplasia.
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