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ABSTRACT

        
Subsequent to the establishment of state newborn hearing screening programs, there is growing interest in identifying all infants and children with any degree of hearing loss. Historically, commonly held beliefs among professionals have limited referrals of children with unilateral hearing loss (UHL) and mild bilateral hearing loss (MBHL) to early intervention programs. Research on the likelihood of delay in this population is just starting to be published. This article will provide a description of the potential impact of UHL and MBHL on development. Initiatives supporting services and specific eligibility criteria are presented. Strategies that can be used to mitigate the effects of hearing loss on the development of speech, communication, and language skills are described. Although guidelines on best practice are not widely available, enough is known to provide monitoring and educational services for each young child with UHL or MBHL and his or her family.
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