
Although Crohn’s disease can affect any
part of the gastrointestinal tract, the
most common lesions are located in the
ileum and the colon; gastroduodenal le−
sions have therefore attracted less atten−
tion. We describe a case of Crohn’s dis−
ease with characteristic duodenal mani−
festations.
A 30−year−old man with a 2−year history
of Crohn’s disease was referred to our in−
stitution because of recurrent bowel ob−
struction due to ileal strictures. At pre−
sentation, he was asymptomatic. Physical
examination and routine laboratory val−
ues were unremarkable. Upper gastroin−
testinal endoscopy for preoperative eval−
uation showed notches in the Kerckring’s
folds of the descending duodenum
(l" Fig. 1). Closer observation using indi−

go carmine dye revealed ulcer scars with
pseudopolyps presented in a longitudinal
skip pattern (l" Fig. 2). In the duodenal
bulb, nodular mucosa was present
(l" Fig. 3). A longitudinal fold with a bam−
boo−joint−like appearance was evident
(l" Fig. 4). The patient underwent sched−
uled ileocecal resection with an unevent−
ful recovery.
The endoscopic and radiological features
of gastroduodenal Crohn’s disease are
similar to those of more distal disease,
featuring irregular mucosal thickening,
nodular (cobblestone) mucosa, aphthous
ulcers, linear ulcers, and duodenal stric−
tures [1,2]. Among various findings,
notches in the Kerckring’s folds, as shown
in our case, are pathognomonic of duode−
nal Crohn’s disease [3]. More recently,

better diagnostic procedures have led to
a higher rate of detection of gastroduode−
nal Crohn’s disease. A bamboo−joint−like
appearance along the lesser curvature of
the gastric cardia, characterized by swol−
len longitudinal folds traversed by erosive
fissures or linear furrows, has been re−
garded as a specific feature of gastric
Crohn’s disease and can be found in half
of patients if examined carefully using
dyes [4]. Our case illustrates the possibili−
ty that a bamboo−joint−like appearance
may serve as an additional pathognomo−
nic marker of duodenal Crohn’s disease.
The above specific gastroduodenal find−
ings are likely to be implicated in active
and extensive Crohn’s disease [5].
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Notched sign and bamboo−joint−like appearance in
duodenal Crohn’s disease

Fig. 1 Endoscopic view of notches in Kerck−
ring’s folds of the descending duodenum.

Fig. 2 Ulcer scars with pseudopolyps in a
longitudinal skip pattern were identified by
spraying with indigo carmine dye.

Fig. 3 Endoscopic view of nodular mucosa of
the duodenal bulb.

Fig. 4 A longitudinal fold with bamboo−joint−
like appearance was evident.
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