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The purpose of this study was to observe the effect of marathon running on the release of gastrointestinal hormones and whether these might be related to gastrointestinal disturbances in marathon runners. Vasoactive intestinal polypeptide, gastrin, secretin, pancreatic polypeptide, neurokinin A, pancreastatin, insulin and glucagon-like peptide 1 were measured before, immediately upon finishing and 30 min after the race. Twenty-six competitors of the 1992 Belfast Marathon volunteered for this study. They had a mean age of 37 years and a mean finishing time of 239 min. Eight of the subjects complained of gastrointestinal distress during the race. The circulating concentration of all the GI hormones measured, except insulin were significantly elevated after the race. There was no significant change in glucose levels at the finish of the race. Statistical analysis revealed no direct relationship between the large increases in hormone levels and the occurrence of GI symptoms. These results show that GI hormone concentrations are affected by marathon running. Mechanisms of release and possible roles are discussed.
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