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Abstract

        
The influence of an ethanolic dry extract of Chelidonii herba on the GABAA receptor has been studied in vitro. In the presence of 90 µg/assay a positive cooperation was induced for [3
          H]muscimol accompanied by an increase of the specific binding (115%) while 160 µg/assay exerted a 50% inhibition of the specific binding of the radioligand [3
          H]muscimol. The quantitative determination of the Chelidonium alkaloids by HPLC together with the evaluation of the radioreceptor assays of the pure alkaloids revealed that the allosteric modulation of the GABAA receptor is mainly due to protopine. The small amounts of allocryptopine and stylopine assumingly support the action of protopine. Protopine, stylopine, and allocryptopine do not influence the specific binding of [3
          H]flunitrazepam. Thus, the positive cooperative modulation of the GABAA receptor is not based on an interaction of these alkaloids with the benzodiazepine receptor. The specific [3
          H]muscimol binding was inhibited only by chelerythrine and sanguinarine with IC50 values of 25 µM and 39 µM, respectively. The content of chelerythrine and sanguinarine in the ethanolic dry extract of Chelidonii herba is 500 or even 1000 times too low to account for the observed interference with the GABAA receptor activity. Thus, the alkaloids are not responsible for the inhibitory action on the GABAA receptor at higher concentrations of the ethanolic dry extract.
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