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Abstract

        
Articular cartilage has a hierarchical organization, which is based on the mechanical stress to which it is exposed. It functions as a gliding surface, as well as in force distribution and varies according to the kind and duration of mechanical demand. In order to understand articular cartilage biology and developmental or pathological variations, tissue morphology is an important and versatile tool. In the present overview, the fine structure of cartilage is presented and related to functional aspects.
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