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Abstract

        
MR imaging is the method of choice in the evaluation of cartilage and in the follow-up of cartilage repair procedures. The use of cartilage-sensitive sequences and high spatial resolution technique allows accurate evaluation of cartilage morphology even in the earlier stages of disease as well as analysis of cartilage repair tissue in the follow-up. In addition to morphology, new MR techniques give insight into biochemical composition of cartilage and cartilage repair, which allow an earlier diagnosis of cartilage degeneration and help to objectively monitor different conservative and surgical therapies. MR visualization of the biomechanical properties and contact areas in kinematic MR studies are in development.
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