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SYNTHESIS
Editorial

Dear Authors and Readers,

Creativity and the exploitation of new areas, together with
the quest for challenging and interesting problems in chemis-
try, have always been in the center of Bernd Giese’s scientific
life. Most of his work concerns the chemistry of radicals. He
is one of the pioneers who deeply investigated the reactivity
and selectivity of radicals and made them known to and
accessible for synthetic chemists. Stereochemical aspects of
radical chemistry was the topic of a series of publications,
including a seminal book with Dennis P. Curran and Ned A.
Porter in 1996. The application of radical chemistry towards
total synthesis also played an important role in Bernd Giese’s
research. Careful analysis and an openness to new areas
moved his research  more and more towards radical reactions
in biologic systems over the last couple of years. Bernd
Giese can fascinate students, other researchers and also non-
specialists with his gift to describe complex systems in a
clear and understandable way. He spreads out his enthusiasm
about chemistry – recently on the investigation of electron-
transport through DNA and related chemistry.

This Special Issue of SYNTHESIS is celebrating the 65th

birthday of Bernd Giese and contains many contributions
from his friends and colleagues from all over the world. I
thank all the authors in this issue for their valuable con-
tributions, and Erick Carreira with the Editorial Office of
SYNTHESIS for making this Special Issue possible.

Cardiff, May 2005

Thomas Wirth
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