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Abstract
        



          
o-Phenylenediamines (OPDA) undergo rapid condensation with ketones having hydrogens at the α-position in the presence of 10 mol% indium(III) bromide under extremely mild reaction conditions to afford the corresponding 1,5-benzodiazepines in excellent yields with high selectivity. The remarkable features of this new procedure are high conversions, short reaction times, cleaner reaction profiles, high regioselectivity in the case of unsymmetrical ketones, solvent-free conditions, and simple experimental and work-up procedures. This method works well for both electron-rich as well as electron-deficient o-phenylenediamines. 
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