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Abstract

The photooxygenation of the acetanilide 2 affords the hydroperoxide 3, which by titanium-tetraisopropoxide-catalyzed reduction with dimethyl sulfide gives the corresponding quinol 4. Regioselective and diastereoselective Weitz-Scheffer epoxidation of the latter by tert-butyl hydroperoxide (TBHP) and DBU as base catalyst leads to the cis-epoxy quinol 1, the essential functionality in Manumycin antibiotics.
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