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ABSTRACT

        
Genetic factors contribute to more than half of all congenital hearing losses and also are responsible for later onset hearing losses. Hereditary hearing losses may be part of a syndrome, although the majority are nonsyndromic in nature. Broad variability exists in auditory characteristics of hereditary hearing losses even when the underlying genetic factors do not differ. Sensitive measures, such as otoacoustic emissions, are necessary to characterize hereditary hearing loss adequately. Individuals with nonsyndromic and syndromic hearing losses as well as unaffected carriers of genes related to recessive hearing losses have been studied. These studies suggest that otoacoustic emissions may provide a sensitive measure of auditory function and may play a part in understanding the roles of various genes in hearing. 
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