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Introduction

Various issues in the field of endoscopy reinforce the need for adequate training of sufficient quality. Pressure is exerted from various sides: trainees are faced with limited time in which to gain experience in the various diagnostic and therapeutic techniques; endoscopists are required to stay in touch with the latest technological developments and treatment modalities; there are increased demands and restrictions from health reform systems which further limit time and investment possibilities. Furthermore, the risk of complications needs to be kept to a minimum in the light of the increasing legal pressure placed on endoscopists. Last but not least, the growing awareness of patients about the various treatment options and their associated risks is leading towards specific questioning about the ability of the individual endoscopist to carry out a particular procedure.

In existing training programs there are usually no qualitative criteria: requirements are commonly based on quantitative parameters, such as the number of procedures, and the methods of assessing quality are generally less structured. In a recent article on the topic of quality assurance in gastrointestinal endoscopy, O’Mahony et al. refer to the threshold number of procedures specified by the American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) training committee, the Union of European Medical Specialists and the European Board of Gastroenterology [1]. In its statement on credentialing and granting privileges for gastrointestinal endoscopy, ASGE also addresses the issue of objective criteria of skill [2].

All these considerations, and the statements of gastrointestinal endoscopy societies, strongly emphasize the need for suitable lifelike training models. We present here our Erlanger Endo-Trainer, a lifelike model constructed from synthetic materials and integrating biogenic organs taken from slaughtered animals. The Erlanger Endo-Trainer has been shown to be suitable for both basic courses and training in sophisticated therapeutic endoscopic techniques [3].
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