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Abstract

        
Wound healing is a highly complex process mediated by cellular interactions at the microscopic level. Increased understanding of wound healing physiology has served as the foundation for translational research to develop biologic wound care technologies that have profoundly affected patient care. As the reader will see throughout this series in Seminars in Plastic Surgery, biologic wound technologies have broad applications and have greatly impacted the reconstructive ladder. Despite their frequent use, many surgeons lack familiarity with the myriad of products available on the market along with each product's relative advantages and shortcomings. This overview will discuss the classification of biologic wound agents used to reconstruct defects of the skin and soft tissue along with the advantages and disadvantages associated with their use.
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