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Abstract

        
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of SafeBoard, a Food and Drug Administration–approved extremity stabilization device, as an assistive method in performing peripherally inserted central catheter procedures on children 0 to 3 years of age. This is a retrospective chart review (n = 59) of vascular access procedures where SafeBoard was utilized (n = 32) in comparison to those procedures which utilized a traditional approach to placement (n = 27). Statistical analysis demonstrated significant effect on length of procedure time, number of personnel needed for procedure, and success of placement when SafeBoard was utilized. Obtaining vascular access in pediatrics can be a challenging endeavor. Most young pediatric patients require procedural sedation and/or assistive personnel as a “holder” for successful vascular access placement to occur. An alternative option for extremity stabilization may provide improved workflow and improved placement success, which in turn may positively affect workflow.
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