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Abstract

        
Children with speech sound disorders (SSDs) represent a large proportion of clients served by school-based speech-language pathologists (SLPs). While considerable evidence is available regarding the identification of SSD in school-age children, there is a paucity of information regarding service delivery aspects of school-based speech therapy, such as frequency of sessions, number of trials, distribution of sessions over time, and format (individual or group intervention) that impacts the ability of SLPs to effectively treat SSD in the schools. School-age children with SSD are at risk for later literacy deficits, and strategically addressing their language and emerging literacy needs in addition to speech production accuracy may lead to increased intelligibility and better educational outcomes. In this article, we discuss the heterogeneity of school-age children with SSD with regard to weaknesses in phonological processing skills and language skills. We summarize the information currently available regarding the aspects of service delivery that contribute to gains in speech production accuracy. We conclude by sharing an example of how school-based SLPs could target speech production, phonological awareness, and morphological awareness in the same session with a child with SSD to maximize gains in speech and literacy skills.
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