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[bookmark: N109FC]
Summary


Doppler ultrasound has been used to screen patients for venous thrombosis with an accuracy of 94% compared to venography. Of 168 patients with suspected pulmonary embolism, only 48 (28%) had a source of venous thrombosis detectable by Doppler examination. The calf and iliofemoral venous segments were the two most common sites of involvement. When compared to Doppler examination, clinical assessment of the legs was falsely negative in 15% and falsely positive in 54% of patients. The highest incidence of venous thrombosis detected by Doppler examination (49%) was in the group of patients with a positive lung scan and a normal chest film. Doppler evidence of venous thrombosis was present in only 21% of patients with both a positive scan and an abnormal chest film. One-third of the patients with suspected pulmonary embolism had a negative lung scan. The most common conditions mimicking pulmonary embolism were congestive heart failure, pneumonia, chronic lung disease and atelectasis. Patients with suspected pulmonary emboli frequently have no demonstrable source of thrombosis and may deserve more thorough angiographic evaluation for proper diagnosis and therapy.
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* Presented in part at the Society for Thrombosis and Haemostasis, Dallas, Texas, U.S.A., November 20-22, 1974.
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