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The simple phrase ‘access to health in-
formation’ may mean one of two differ-
ent, but linked, concepts. It can refer to
the access that an individual or a health
professional may, or may not, have to
information held about that individual
in health records. Such records are cur-
rently still, despite moves towards patient-
held, or patient-controlled records, pri-
marily controlled by health service pro-
viders and/or health professionals. Alter-
natively, it can refer to people accessing
information about health, disease and
lifestyle in order to help them make
choices about how they deal with health
issues. The latter is often termed ‘con-
sumer health informatics’.

Several of IMIA’s Working Groups
(WGs) and Special Interest Groups
(SIGs) deal directly or indirectly with
both of these concepts. Our Consumer
Health Informatics WG, and its coun-
terpart in the Nursing Informatics SIG
(IMIA-NI), have both been actively con-
cerned with the evaluation of electronic
information available to the public re-
lated to health and care, the quality of
information, education of the public,
ethical issues, and the effect on a person’s
relationship with health care providers.
The leaders and members of the WG have
contributed to conferences, and to high
quality scientific publications in the field,
notably through the online, open access
journal JMIR, Journal of Medical
Internet Research (http://www.jmir.org).
Similar activities, designed to develop
and enhance the knowledge, science and
application within their own particular

domains, have also been undertaken by
many other IMIA WGs and IMIA-NL
However, the amount of information
available to health professionals, the
public and patients continues to grow
rapidly. As ever more information, e.g.
genomic information about an indi-
vidual, that may personalise the treat-
ment options, becomes available, and
as new technologies allow us to moni-
tor citizens’ and patients’ vital signs con-
tinuously, often remotely, for long pe-
riods of time, issues of how this infor-
mation is used, and forms part of the
lifelong health record, will become in-
creasingly important. IMIA has a WG
on ‘Informatics in Genomic Medicine’,
which brings together leading and in-
fluential thinkers and practitioners from
around the world, while the ‘Telematics
in Health Care’ and the ‘Smart Homes
and Ambient Assisted Living” WGs,
among others, address aspects of new,
pervasive technologies and their use in
all kinds of environments. In addition,
the IMIA Strategic Plan, Towards
IMIA2015 [1] identifies that this in-
creasing knowledge, and the impact on
individuals and populations, is a key
area that IMIA must address over the
next 5 -10 years.

As the amount of information grows, we
will need to explore several inter-re-
lated questions, including:

e which is the greater problem - the
amount of data or information we
have, or how we access it?

e how do we, at any point in time, de-
termine and extract the most impor-
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tant and relevant information from
the vast amount of data available?

e who should have the ultimate control
on information related to a particular
individual, be they citizen who is seek-
ing information in order to maximise
a healthy life, or patient seeking the
most up-to-date information con-
cerning the nature of their disease and
the care and treatment possibilities?

The IMIA Strategic Plan identifies

knowledge as the central core from which

all IMIA’s strategies, interactions and ef-
forts emanate; and IMIA’S WG/SIGs
centrally interact with that knowledge
core. For IMIA to contribute to the de-
velopment of the knowledge in its le-
gitimate areas of interest, and to apply
that knowledge to best use in the main-
tenance and promotion of health globally,
it will need to consider the best ways for
its WG/SIGs to take leading roles in ad-
dressing these important issues. IMIA has
started, through a gap analysis, to explore
the current domain coverage of its WG/

SIGs. It may be that new, or different,

groups are needed, or IMIA may need to

explore how it collaborates with other
organisations who have expertise in these
fields, so as to achieve the vision of the

Strategic Plan. Its WG/SIGs are vital

parts of IMIA, and their contribution to

determining IMIA’s future, and the ways
in which individuals access health infor-
mation, are crucial.

Reference

1. The IMIA Strategic Plan: Towards IMIA2015.
Available online at http://www.imia.org/images/
IMIA_Strategic_Plan.pdf accessed 17 January, 2008
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A Draft Strategic Plan — Towards 2015 - was adopted at the IMIA-NI General
Assembly on 19™ August 2007. The focus of IMIA-NI is to foster collaboration
among nurses and others who are interested in Nursing Informatics to facilitate
development in the field. We aim to share knowledge, experience and ideas with
nurses and healthcare providers worldwide about the practice of Nursing Informatics
and the benefits of enhanced information management. The Plan includes spe-
cific objectives:

o Explore the scope of Nursing Informatics and its implication for health policy
and information handling activities associated with evidence based nursing prac-
tice, nursing management, nursing research, nursing education, standards and
patient (or client) decision making and the various relationships with other
health care informatics entities.

e [dentify priorities or gaps and make recommendations for future developments
in Nursing Informatics.

o Support the development of Nursing Informatics in member countries and pro-
mote Nursing Informatics worldwide.

e Promote linkages and collaborative activities with national and international
nursing and healthcare informatics groups and nursing and health care
organisations globally.

e Provide, promote and support informatics meetings, conferences, electronic
communication forums to enable opportunities for the sharing of ideas, devel-
opments and knowledge.

e To participate in IMIA working group and special interest groups to present a
nursing perspective.

o Develop recommendations, guidelines, tools and courses related to Nursing
Informatics.

e Encourage the publication and dissemination of research and development
materials in the field of Nursing Informatics.

e To support and work with patients, families, communities and societies to adopt
and manage informatics approaches to healthcare.

o Ensure the group is more visible by providing up to date information on the
web site enabling external groups e.g. WHO, ICN to access as required.

Recent and Future Activities:

The NI2006 Congress, held in Seoul, Korea in June 2006 was very successful.
The NI2006 Congress Post Conference Proceedings, titled “Nursing Informatics
2020: towards defining our own future” have been published and were available
at Medinfo 2007.

Membership continues to grow; five new countries are joining our group en-
abling a wider international span, specifically Chile, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama,
and Taiwan.

Three current members will be installed as IMIA-NI Honorary Members at the
2007 General Assembly — Heather Strachan, Diane Skiba and Roy Simpson.

The IMIA-NI website is being migrated to a new site at http://www.imiani.org

NI2009, the 10" Nursing Informatics Congress, will be held in Helsinki, Finland
on 28 June — 1 July 2009. The website is at http://www.ni2009.org



Objedtives:

To promote applications in medicine and biology focusing on methods of pattern
recognition and interpretation.

Recent Adivities:

The 2007 Special Issue of Methods in Medicine (Vol.46 No2 ) contains selected
papers from the Joint Workshop of Biosignal Interpretation (BSI) in Tokyo in
2005. This workshop was a joint activity of the WG together with IEEE EMBS
and other societies in the field. This volume can be regarded as a kind of position
paper, as it represents the current state of the art in this field. The next planned
BSI workshop in 2008 will take place in the US, probably in New York.
Together with the EFMI WG Medical Image Processing we planned a joint meet-
ing at Medinfo 2007, on the topic “Computer assisted Interpretation of Biosignals
and Medical Images for Diagnostic Purposes”. This workshop provided an ideal
opportunity for colleagues working on signal or image processing in hospital,
university, or industry, with participants discussing recent advances in this excit-
ing field with respect to diagnostic applications. The meeting aimed to highlight
the benefit for clinicians, health providers and patients by applying new computer
supported tools and methods for diagnostic interpretation.

Scope:

The CHIWG is concerned with the evaluation of electronic information related to
health care available to the public (e.g. Internet, wireless, standalone electronic
media), the quality of information, education of the public, ethical issues related
to the electronic information, and the effect on a person’s health care and relation-
ship with health care providers.

Group Adtivities:

The main recent activity of the WG was to organize the highly successful MEDNET
eHealth conference (www.chealthcongress.org) in Toronto in 2006, which, for
the first time, was positioned and branded as an IMIA WG CHI event. The con-
ference theme was “Improving Public Health through the Internet”, and it was co-
sponsored by agencies including the National Cancer Institute (US and Canadian)
and the Canadian Institutes for Health Research (CIHR). The complete final ab-
stract book can be downloaded at http://yi.com/mednet06/draft-
mednet2006book.pdf.

The WG also delivered a tutorial at the 9th International Congress in Nursing
Informatics in Seoul, Korea, in June 2006, which was taught by Gunther Eysenbach.
A business meeting was held at Medinfo 2007.

Objedtives for the next 3 years:

The WG looks forward to greater participation in key IMIA activities, increasing

the visibility and impact of CHI WGs in the world by:

o providing greater opportunities to share CHI related information from sources
such as the International Journal of Medical Informatics (IJMI), and the Jour-
nal of Medical Internet Research (JMIR);

e continuing to liaise with counterparts in other countries;

o expanding our contacts with CHI interest groups in Asia and Africa.
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Biomedical Pattern
Recognition

(Chair (2007-2010):

Dr. Hartmut Dickhaus

Institute for Medical Biometry and Informatics
Department of Medical Informatics

University of Heidelberg, Im Neuenheimer Feld 305
D-69120 Heidelberg, Germany

Tel.: +-49.6221 567483

Fox: +496221 564997

E-mail: hartmut.dickhaus@med.uni-heidelberg.de

Consumer Health
Informatics

(Chair (2006-2008):

Gunther Eysenbach, MD

University of Toronto; Toronto General Hospital
R. Fraser Elliott Building, 4th Floor,

Room # 45435,

190 Elizabeth Stregt

Toronto, ON M562(4

Tel: +1416 3404800 Ext. 6427

For: 41416340 3595
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Dental Informatics

(Chair (2006-2009):

Gary F. Guest, DDS

Director of Predoctoral Clinics

University of Texas Health Science Center of San Antonio

Dental School, 7703 Floyd Curl, San Antonio, Texas 78229, USA
Tel: +1210567-3265

E-mail: quest@uthscsa.edu

Health and Medical
Informatics Education

(Chair (2006-2009):

Professor William Hersh, MD

Department of Medical Informatics and Clinical Epidemiology
(Oregon Health and Science University

3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Road

Portland, Oregon, 97239, USA

Tel: +1-503494-4502

Fax: +1-503494-4551

E-mail: hersh@ohsu.edu

(Co-thair (2006-2009):
Professor John Mantas, PhD
Health Informatics Laboratory
Faculty of Nursing

University of Athens

123 Papadiomantopoulou Stret
(R-11527 Athens, Greece

Tel: ++30-210-7461459/60

Fox: +30-210-7461461
E-mail: jmantas@cc.uoa.gr

Website: http.//www imiawged pbwiki.com/
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Objedtives:

To bring the small, but rapidly growing, community of dental informaticians
around the world into closer contact.

Recent Adivities:

More members have joined this working group; there are currently 92 list mem-
bers and 60 web members.

The Dental Informatics working group home page (http://www.ecs.gannon.edu/
IMIA) has been updated, including member pages.

Worked with the AMIA Dental Informatics group on the “Dental Informatics
Online Community” project to receive a grant from National Library of Medi-
cine.

Future Adivities:

We aim to focus on improving access to information of dental informatics
through the WG website.

Objedtives:

To disseminate and exchange information on Health and Medical Informatics
(HMI) programs and courses.

To promote the IMIA HMI database on programs and courses on HMI educa-
tion.

To produce international recommendations on HMI programmes and courses.
To support HMI courses and exchange of students and teachers.

To advance the knowledge of: (1) how informatics is taught in the education of
health care professionals around the world, (2) how in particular health and
medical informatics is taught to students of computer science/informatics, and
(3) how it is taught within dedicated curricula in health and medical informatics.

Current and Future Adivities:

WG members are integral to a new taskforce, chaired by John Mantas, that is
working to update the IMIA Recommendations on Health and Medical
Informatics Education;

Bill Hersh is leading work to inventory, and look towards harmonising various
efforts around the world on the development of competencies and curricula for
health and biomedical informatics education. Workshops on this were held at
Medinfo2007 and the AMIA 2007 Fall Symposium.;

A new wiki-based website has been established (http://imiawged.pbwiki.com/),
and the email discussion list has moved to imiawged@ohsu.edu

The next WG conference will take place in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Octo-
ber 27-28, 2008. The preliminary call for papers is available at:
http://www.hospitalitaliano.org.ar/imiawged/



Objedtives:

e To find out how health care informatics could improve live conditions in de-
veloping regions and implement programs in that direction.

e Organization of forums to exchange of experiences of colleagues working in
the field of health informatics.

o Making a list of the needs and resources in medical informatics for each country.

e Organization of educational activities in developing regions, especially through
the implementation of professors’ exchange.

o Organizing workshops and seminars with international experts participation

Recent and Future Adtivities:

The WG has not been collectively very active despite significant activity in some
individual countries. However, it is intended to explore ways to rectify this. The
production of a book on ‘Informatics Perspectives — Issues and Similarities for Developing
and Developed Countries’ in conjunction with the EFMI region is still planned.

A business meeting was at Medinfo 2007, aiming to review the WG and how it
may best meet the needs of its participants and friends, identify current priorities
for countries in transition, discuss progress with the planned publication which
aims to take key issues of current interest, produce a discussion paper on each of
them and publish with reflections from both a developed and developing perspec-
tive, and refocus activity on the needs of countries in transition.

Objedtives:

e Promote systematic development and research in the field of health informa-
tion systems;

e Promote research and efforts on efficiency and cost-effectiveness of health
information systems for the healthcare, health delivery and access to health;

e Promote research and development in the domain of sustainability in health
information systems;

e Promote evaluation, identify and assess problems and success factors of health
information systems.

Recent and Future Activities:

The WG, under the leadership of the previous WG chairs, Prof. Klaus Kuhn and
Dario Giuse, held a successful conference from July 2006, in Oeiras, near Lisbon,
Portugal in cooperation with the IMIA WG Telematics in Healthcare. It was hosted
by INA, the Portuguese Instituto Nacional de Administragdo, an institutional mem-
ber of IMIA, with the theme of “Expanding the Scope of Health Information Sys-
tems from Hospitals to Regional Networks, to National Infrastructures, and Beyond”.
The conference focussed on concepts to improve health care by exchanging, sharing,
and reusing data between health care institutions on all levels of care. Central chal-
lenges addressed were interoperability, ubiquitous access, common data models and
terminologies, political mandates and lack of continuity, as well as related socio-
technical aspects. International speakers presented experiences and concepts, which
were further discussed in working groups. A special issue of Methods of Information
in Medicine will appear to distribute the results of the presentations and of the discus-
sion groups.

The WG held a meeting at Medinfo 2007 to discuss major objectives to develop
activities over the next few years. Plans include holding a WG conference, develop-
ing a website, and online discussion facilities.
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Health Informatics for
Development

(Chair (2007-2010):

Dr. Jean Roberts

Phoenix Associates, 68 Churnet Valley Road
Kingsley Holt, ST102BQ

United Kingdom

Tel/fox: +441538 753297

E-mail: jean@hcjean.demon.co.uk

Health Information Systems

(Chair (2006-2009):

Christian Lovis

Swiss National Foundation Professorship
School of Medicine

University of Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +4122372-6201

Fox: +4122372-8680

E-mail: christian.lovis@hcuge.ch

Co-chair (2006-2009):

Dr. Dominik Avonsky, MD, PhD

Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Nashville TN

Tel: +16159361068

E-mail: dominik aronsky@vanderbilt.edu
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Human Factors Engineering
for Healthcare Informatics

(Chair (2006-2009):

Dr Peter L. Elkin, MD, FACP
Professor of Medicine

Mayo Clinic College of Medicine
Rochester, MN, USA
Tel:4+15072841551

Fox: +15072845370

E-mail: Elkin Peter@mayo.edu

Co-chair (2006-2009):

Prof. Marie-Catherine Beuscart-Z&phir, PhD)
Lab Manager, EVALAB

Lille University Hospital & School of Medicine
Lille, France

Tel:4+113332062 34 61

Fo: + 1133320521022

E-mail: mcbeuscart@univ-lille2.fr

Informatics in Genomic
Medicine (IGM)

Chair (2007-2010):

Dr. FernandoJ. Martin-Sanchez, PhD

Head of the Medical Bioinformatics Department
National Institute of Health ‘Carlos I1I
Majodahonda, Madrid

Spain

Tel: +34918223219

Fox: 434918223259

E-mail: fms@isciii.es

Co-chair (2007-2010):

Peter Tarczy-Homnoch, M.D.

Head, Division of Biomedical and Health Informatics
University of Washington,, Seattle WA

USA

Tel: +1206 6858093

Fox: +1206 543 3461

E-mail: pth@u.washingfon.edu
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Objedtives:

e To promote methods and techniques devoted to the study of human factors in
the field of Biomedical Informatics.

o To coordinate studies and actions in this domain and to develop standardiza-
tion initiatives for usability studies and user-centered design in the healthcare
domain, confronting state of the art methods, models, innovations and results.

e To disseminate rigorous scientific principles for performing formal usability
evaluations to improve their degree of efficiency, acceptability and safety of
health informatics applications.

Recent and Future Adtivities:

A workshop took place in May 2006 in Lille (France), to start the international
network in this HF engineering domain. A second symposium with 60 partici-
pants was held in Rochester, MN, USA on August 2006. We held a meeting with
109 participants in Aarhus, Denmark in June, 2007, from which papers are being
submitted as a special focus issue in JAMIA.

The WG’s next tasks will focus on:

o Creating a standard for how HFE, and in particular Usability Testing, should be
employed in the process for certification of electronic health records. We be-
lieve this can and will insure more usable and safer EHR systems.

o Creating an international registry of usability studies, tol enable meta-analyses
and minimize the need for repetition of studies to prove the same point.

The working group will develop a research agenda for human factors in health
informatics, which will lead to a white paper. We will develop a web site with a
semantic wiki for furthering discussions; liaise with other IMIA, EFMI and AMIA
WGs in the area of human factors and evaluation.

Objedtives:

Opportunities arise within the discipline of biomedical informatics to facilitate
the advancement of genomic and individualised medicine. To effectively link the
genotype and phenotype a bi-directional flow of data, tools and methods between
two traditionally separate areas of informatics (clinical informatics and
bioinformatics) must be ensured.

These interests include, but are not limited to:

e Integrating molecular and genomic information (genetic testing, mutation analy-
sis, gene and protein expression) into health information systems and tools
(electronic health records, computerised protocols and clinical guidelines, clinical
trials in the context of pharmacogenetics, molecular imaging).

o Generating structured, standardised, anonymous clinical data sets (phenomic
data) to be used in the context of post-genomic research (for annotation and
validation of experimental results)

e Facilitating new approaches for the integration and analysis of different levels
of information (molecular, cellular, tissue, organ, patient, population) about
diseases (grid, biobanks, disease modelling and simulation, mapping of clinical
and genetic databases and ontologies).



The IGM WG aims to:

Provide a forum to enhance collaboration, share experiences, and promote
research in this field

Increase communication with other working groups at IMIA, AMIA and other
organizations relevant to IGM including groups with an emphasis on ge-
nomic medicine and informatics from the biomedical community, computing
research and bioinformatics as relevant.

Establish itself as a scientific reference on issues related to information tech-
nology projects in genomic medicine.

Objedtives:

To increase awareness and acceptance of intelligent data analysis and data min-
ing methods in the medical community.

To foster scientific discussion and disseminate new knowledge on Al-based
methods for data analysis and data mining techniques applied to medicine.

To promote the development of standardized platforms and solutions.

To provide a forum for presentation of successful intelligent data analysis and
data mining implementations in medicine, and for discussion of best practices
in introduction of these techniques in medical and health-care information and
decision support systems.

Recent and Future Adtivities:

The WG organized the 12th workshop on Intelligent Data Analysis in Medicine
and Pharmacology, held in Amsterdam, the largest in the IDAMAP history. We
had more than 50 participants, from Europe, Canada and United States.

A Special Issue of the Journal of Biomedical Informatics on IDA in Medicine
has been published, edited by workshop chairs Niels Peek and John Holmes. It
contains contributions that deal with methods for gathering new knowledge
using a selected data analysis approach, including a review by R. Bellazzi and
B. Zupan on “Towards knowledge-based gene expression data mining”.

The working group will focus on specific topics of interest for the scientific
community. In particular, the exploitation of predictive data mining in clinical
medicine, knowledge-based functional genomics, IDA of molecular phenotypes,
data mining models for the assessment of clinical risk, and temporal data min-
ing in medicine and bioinformatics.

The WG web site will be further enriched, to offer a list of relevant publica-
tions, technical notes and recent results.
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Intelligent Data Analysis
and Data Mining

(Chair (2006- 2008):

Prof. Dr. Riccardo Bellozzi

Dipartimento di Informatica ¢ Sistemistica
Universit? di Pavia

via Ferrata 1, 27100

Pavia, ltaly

Tel: 439-0382-985511

Fox: +39-0382-985373

E-mail: Riccardo.Bellozzi@unipv.it

Co-chair (2006- 2008):

Prof. Dr. Bloz Zupan

Faculty of Computer and Information Sciences
University of Ljubliana

Trzuska 25, 1000

Ljubljang,

Slovenia

and

Department of Human and Molecular Genetics
Baylor College of Medicing

Housfon, Texas

USA

Tel: +386-1-4768-402

Fox: +366-1-4264-647

E-mail: bloz.zupan@fri.uni-l i

IMIA Yearbook of Medical Informatics 2008



216

Information on IMIA

Medical Concept
Representation

(Chair (2007-2010):

Qlivier Bodenreider

Staff Scientist

National Library of Medicine
Bethesda Maryland

Tel: +1301 4353246

Fox: +1301 4803035
E-Mail: oivier@nlm.nih.gov

Mental Health Informatics

(Chair (2006-2009):

Naakesh A. Dewan, M.D.

President

American Association for Technology in Psychiatry
Advanced Psychiatry, PA.

(enterfor Mental Healthcare Improvement
2519 N McMullen Booth Road, Suite 510-255
(learwater, FL33761

Tel:+1727723-0779

Fox: +1727723-0770

E-mail: drdewan@advancedpsychiatry.com

(o-thair (2007-2010):

Dr. Kannan Subramanian
Managing Director

Kangela Limited

P0 Box 90636, Auckland 1142
New Zealond

Tel: +6421804414

Fox: 61280808181

Email: kangelo@xtra.co.nz
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Objedtives:

To provide a forum for state of the art dialogue and collaboration on natural

language processing and concept representation in healthcare applications, IMIA’s

Medical Concept Representation Working Group is the international forum for

issues related to informatics in the classification and coding of health data. The

working group is charged with:

1) Reviewing health data nomenclature and classification needs for the world com-
munity;

2) Evaluating information processing technology in meeting these defined needs;
and

3) Recommending methods for future classification and nomenclature systems.

Recent and Future Adtivities:

e Joint panels on Terminology and Natural Language Processing were conducted
at Medinfo 2004 with MIE and AMIA working groups.

e A resumption of the triennial meeting series took place in Rome, Italy from
April 29-May 2, 2005. Dr. Barry Smith of the University of Buffalo and The
Institute for Formal Ontology and Medical Information Science, part of the
Faculty of Medicine of the University of Leipzig, was Program Chair. Pro-
ceedings appeared in the Journal of Biomedical Informatics as a special issue of
the Journal of Biomedical computing in June, 2006.

o The WGI convened at MedInfo 2007 in Brisbane to plan a WG symposium in
2008.

Background:

The world of informatics in mental health is exponentially changing; consumers

can now use the web for actual therapy, clinicians can peek into functioning of the

brain during cognitive tasks, and patients can be seen by their clinicians via tele-

psychiatry. Yet, we have not developed ways that informatics can reduce the dis-

ease burden of psychiatric disorders, increase collaboration between medical and

mental health clinicians, or shared best practices in research, practice, or policy.

There exists today a critical mass of informatics innovators who function as re-

searchers, developers, and policy leaders who have no forum to share perspectives

and shape the future of mental health informatics.

IMIA has already multiple corporate, academic, and governmental partners. The

Mental Health Workgroup membership should be recruit members from existing

partners. 1 propose four goals to be achieved by 2009:

o Formal collaboration with the WHO mental health initiative

e An Annual Publication of International Best Practices in research, policy and
practice in collaboration with Elsevier

o An Informatics Policy Framework that would allow medical and mental health
clinicians to share information to the betterment of patients and society while
protecting confidentiality and privacy.

o Corporate, Foundation, and Governmental Support to fund the functions of the
IMIA Workgroup



Objedtives:

The focus of the WG remains on educational, promotional and ‘evangelistic’
activities to raise awareness of free/libre software and open source software, in-
cluding GNU/Linux:

to provide a forum for discussion and for a collaborative, non-judgemental
work environment to explore, and where appropriate promote and facilitate,
the application of free/libre and open source solutions within health, healthcare
and health informatics.

to bring together experts and interested individuals from a wide range of health
professions and with a range of interests in the potential application of free/
libre and open source solutions within their domains of expertise.

to explore the implications of the free/libre and open source approaches for all
aspects of IMIA’s areas of interest.

to work with other IMIA Working and Special Interest Groups to explore the
appropriate use of free/libre and open source solutions and applications.

to facilitate both the use of other groups’ expertise in the areas under consider-
ation, and the input of IMIA views to those other groups’ work and discussions.

Recent and Future Adtivities:

The Chair presented at the EMFI Special Topic Conference in Croatia.
The WG is collaborating with the EFMI WG and CHIRAD to co-ordinate the
EFMI special topic conference on open source in London in 2008.

Objedtives:

To investigate and evaluate organizational, social, ethical, and individual behav-
ioral issues surrounding the introduction and use of informatics applications.

To determine strategies for product design and technological change to support
health care delivery through information and communication technologies.
To incorporate organizational change management and human concerns into
information technology projects.

Recent Adtivities:

Organized a panel on ubiquitous computing in health care for the IFIP WG 8.2
conference on ,,Designing Ubiquitous Information Environments: Socio-tech-
nical Issues and Challenges,” Cleveland, OH 2005

Organized a workshop on “Avoiding The F-Word: IT Project Morbidity, Mor-
tality, and Immortality,” co-sponsored by nine AMIA WGs, for AMIA 2006
Symposium

Participated in keynote panel on “evaluation” at AMIA Spring 2006 Congress
Co-sponsored two panels for Medinfo 2007 and one for the AMIA 2007 Sym-
posium

Future and Ongoing Adivities:

To raise awareness of organizational and social issues in health care,
Nominate papers for the Diana Forsythe Award of the AMIA People and Orga-
nizational Issues WG, and serve on the Awards Committee.

Organize panels and tutorials at AMIA Symposia and Medinfo.

Develop curricula recommendations

Co-sponsor Information Technology in Health Care tri-ennial conferences
Co-sponsor AMIA People & Organizational Issues WG Doctoral Symposium
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IMIA’s Working Groups and Special Inferest Groups

Open Source Health
Informatics

(Chair (2008-2011):

Prof. Graham Wright

CHIRAD (Centre for Health Informatics Research and Development)
41 Firs Road, Firsdown Salisbury SP5 15)

United Kingdom

Tel: +44/(0) 1980863953

E-mail: profwright@gmail.com

Website: www.chirad.info/imiaoswg/

Organizational and Social
Issues

(Chair (2007-2008):

Dr. Bonnie Kaplan

Yale Center for Medical Informatics
Yale University

School of Medicine

33 Ingram Stregt

Hamden, T 06517, USA

Tel: +1203-268-5799

Fox: +1-203-268-5799

E-mail: bonnie kaplan@yale.edu

(o-thair (2006-2009):

Madhu C. Reddy, PhD

College of Information Sciences and Technology
The Pennsylvania State University

University Park, PA 16802-6823

USA

Phone: +1814-863-6316

Fox: +1814-865-6426

E-mail: mreddy@ist.psu.edu
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Primary Health Care
Informatics

(Chair (2006-2009):

Sheila Teasdale

Project Manager

American Medical Association Chicago l
Tel: +13124644983

E-mail: sheilo.teasdale@gmail.com

Co-thair (2007-2010):

Dr. Kumara Mendis

MBBS, MSc (Medical Informatics), MD (Family Medicing)
Senior Lecturer, School of Rural Health

University of Sydney

Tel: 61026885799

Mob:+610408 975784

E-mail: kmendis@med.usyd.edv.ou
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Objedtives:

To promote primary care informatics by:

acting as a forum for exchange of ideas between WG members;

providing information to members to assist them in progressing primary
care informatics in their own country;

increasing the understanding of primary care informatics issues with a view
to publishing the results of these discussions.

Recent and Future Adtivities:

WG members are involved on the Editorial Board of Informatics in Primary
Care Full text is available to personal and library subscribers at: www.radcliffe-
oxford.com/ipc, with free full-text for papers over a year old.

WG members liaise at an international level on local and regional initiatives
in primary care informatics. Our key partners include the EFMI Primary
Care Working Group, Informatics Working Party of WONCA (The World
Organization of Family Doctors), and the AMIA Primary Care Informatics
Working Group.

The WONCA Informatics Working Party held a 2-day workshop in Prato,
Italy, in August 2006; 6 position papers were prepared for publication in a
special issue of Informatics in Primary Care, on Security, Clinical Decision
Support, Information Sharing, Meeting Patient Needs, Education and Sup-
port for Family Doctors and Staff, and Quality and Secondary Uses of Data.
A Primary Care Informatics Day was organized at Medinfo 2007.

We will continue development of a recruitment plan for the WG.
Continued collaboration with Informatics in Primary Care journal.
Developing an enhanced website presence through the IMIA web site.



Objedtives:

To examine the issues of data protection and security within the healthcare envi-
ronment. The Security in Health Information Systems Working Group addresses
state-of-the-art security of distributed electronic patient records (EPR).

Recent Adivities:

The working group conducted a working conference in Dijon France, April 2006.
The main theme of the conference was “Secure eHealth: managing risk of patients
data”, with four sub-themes, ie Telecommunication and Wireless Technologies;
Ethics and Laws for eHealth in Telemedicine; Long Term Data Preservation and
Intelligibility; and Security of Community Wide Health Care Records. The event
had 43 participants from 14 countries, including representatives of private indus-
try, governmental organizations and academia. Sixteen of the presented papers
were selected for publication in a Special Issue of the International Journal of
Medical Informatics. The conference coincided with the 30th anniversary of the
working group. The Gerd Griesser Award for the best paper contributed by a
student or young investigator (and which carries a value of 1,000 Euro ) was
awarded to Dr. Moritz Y. Becker (member of the Security Group at Microsoft
Research in Cambridge, UK), for the paper “Information Governance in NHS’s
NPAIT: A Case for Policy Specification”.

The Working Group adopted a regular mode of leadership transition with the
election of a Vice-Chair every three years, who is to succeed the current Chair.
Francois Allaert, France, and Kiyomu Ishikawa, Japan, were elected as Chair and
Vice- chair respectively to succeed Jochen Moehr, Canada.

Goals and Objetives:

The aim of this WG is the study and promotion of research and development in
the area of smart homes and ambient assisted living applications. A “smart home”
is a residential setting equipped with a set of advanced electronics, sensors and
automated devices specifically designed for care delivery, remote monitoring,
early detection of problems or emergency cases and promotion of residential safety
and quality of life. Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are
utilized to allow individuals to live independently in their preferred environment.
Systems are patient-centered rather than institution-centered as they are designed
to address the needs of individuals, their families and caregivers rather than these
of health care facilities. Such technologies can allow for the detection of emer-
gencies and provide the means to increase social interaction and minimize isola-
tion for residents (by increasing access to information, entertainment resources
and communication with peers).

The Working Group provides a forum for ongoing discussion and a collaborative
platform for research and development combining expertise in engineering, sen-
sor technologies, ubiquitous computing, health systems, gerontology and human
computer interaction. We will address not only technical challenges but also the
end users’ needs, ethical, clinical and policy issues and the design of sustainable
and non-obtrusive interventions, providing a holistic examination of the current
status and future trends in smart homes and ambient assisted living.
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IMIA’s Working Groups and Special Inferest Groups

Security in Health
Information Systems

(Chair (2006-2009):

Prof. dr. Francois André Allaert

Université de Bourgogne, CEN Biotech, CHRU du Bocage
F-21000 Dijon, France

Tel: +-33380293431

Fox: 433380293973

E-mail: apsis@cenbiotech.com

Co-Chair (2006-2009):

Prof. Dr. Kiyomu Ishikowa

Department of Medical Informatics

Hiroshima University Medical Hospital

1-2-3, Kasumi, Mianami-ku, Hiroshima, Japan
Tel: +81-82-257-5080
Fox.:+81-82-257-5084

E-mail: kiyomu@hisoshima-u.ac.jp

EFMI Representative:

PD Dr. Bemd Blobel

Klinikum der Universitdt Regenshurg, eHealth Compstence Center
Franz-Josef-StrauB-Allee 11

93053 Regenshurg, Germany

Tel: +49 941 944-6769

Fax. +49 941/944-6766

E-Mail: bernd blobel @Klinik uni-regensburg.de

Smart Homes and Ambient
Assisted Living

(Chair (2006 - 2009):

Dr. George Demiris, PhD

Associate Professor

School of Medicine & Biobehavioral Nursing and Health Systems
University of Washington, Seattle, WA, USA

E-mail: gdemiris@u.washington.edu

Co-Chair (2006- 2009):

Guy Dewsbury

Telecare Coordinator

London Borough of Barnet, UK

E-mail: Guy.Dewsbury(@bamet. gov.uk

Website: http//www health-smarthomes.org/
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Standards in Health Care
Informatics

(Chair (2005-2008):

Michio Kimura, M.D., Ph.D.

Vice President of Japan Association of Medical Informatics
Professor and Director of Medical Informatics Department
Hamamatsu University, School of Medicing

1-20-1 Honda, Hamamatsu, 431-3192

Japan

Tel: 4-81-53-435-2770

Fox: +81-53-435-2769

E-mail: kimura@mi.hama-med.ac.jp

Co-chair (2007-2008):

Kai Heitmann

Heitmann Consulting and Services, The Netherlands
E-mail: hi7@~Kheitmann.nl

Technology Assessment &
Quality Development in
Health Informatics

(Chair (2005-2008):

Dr. Jan Talmon

Dept. Medical Informatics, Maastricht University
PO Box 616, 6200 MD Maastricht

The Netherlands

Tel: +3143 3882243

Fox: +31433884170

E-mail: talmon@mi.unimags.nl

(Co-thair (2007-2008):

Nicolette de Keizer

Dept of Medical Informatics, Academic Medical Centre
University of Amsterdam

PO Box 22700, 1100DE Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Tel: + 31205665205

E-mail: n.f keizer@ome.avu.nl
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Objedtives:

o To advise about standards from an academic perspective.

o To promote the mutual identification of needed standards world-wide.

o To share information to facilitate mutual coordination of standards develop-

ment in health informatics.

The WG itself does not create new standards, rather, it works in an advisory role
to the promotion of identification and coordination, by maintaining an inventory
of health informatics standards activities. Usually, standard development activi-
ties are by volunteers, vendors, and immediate users. IMIA, as an academically
oriented, world-wide organization, has connections to bring together countries
which may currently participate less in existing standard development activities.

Recent and Future Adtivities:

The WG has focused on maintaining an inventory of health informatics standards
activities, for the purpose of promoting mutual identification between activities, and
proliferation to users. A web site (http://www.mi.hama-med.ac.jp/standardization.html)
links to reports on activities of ISO and CEN (http://www.med.kyushu-u.ac.jp/info/
std/ ) and also to slides and handouts of the WG activities.

Workshops were held at APAMI 2006 at Taipei, which focused on Global Vocabu-
lary vs. Local Healthcare Cultures and at MEDINFO 2007 Brisbane. Topic: Stan-
dards enable and empower interoperable EHR.

The WG will continue to provide advice from academic perspective to activities
and ISO/TC215 and CEN TC 251. (IMIA is a liaison of ISO/TC 215.)

Another workshop is planned at HIMSS AsiaPAC 07, at Singapore on
“Interoperability”.

Recent Adtivities:

Members of the working group have been participating in various conferences, the
most important being the Human Factors Engineering working conference in Aarhus.
Significant progress has been made with respect to two outstanding issues, un-
dertaken largely in collaboration with the EFMI working group on Evaluation,
lead by E. Ammenwerth: The development of the statement on reporting of
evaluation studies in health informatics (STARE-HI) and the development of
guidelines for good evaluation practice in health informatics (GEP-HI). A draft
version of STARE-HI has been send to editors of several Medical Informatics
journals. EFMI has recently decided to endorse STARE-HI.

Future Adtivities:

o Further development of STARE-HI and GEP-HI; multi-journal publication
of STARE-HI.

o Development of accompanying papers with supportive evidence for STARE-
HI. Two initiatives have already been decided on: one paper providing back-
ground material and motivations for the various aspects of STARE-HI and
secondly a paper analysing the current state of reporting of evaluation studies in
Health Informatics as a baseline for later assessing the impact of STARE-HI.

o There will be a gradual transition of leadership of this WG over the next two
years; the new co-chair will take over the leadership in 2008, and a new co-
chair for the period 2008-2010 will be sought.



Objedtives:

o To explore the rationale and perspective of Health Telematics

e To promote the design and development of open architecture and inter-oper-
ability tools

o To promote the analysis, design and development of methodologies and appli-
cations to support collaborative work in healthcare information systems

o To share experiences on E-health, Telemedicine and Professional Healthcare
networks.

Adtivities:

Telematics is now a natural and important part of Medical Information Systems,
particularly in Regional Information Systems. The development of large national
projects concerning Patient Shared Records demonstrates also that Telematics is
now embedded in most Medical Information applications. Since 2006, activities
have been devoted to contact with other fields of the Medical Information do-
main. These have included active participation in the organisation of the work-
shop in Lille, France (May 2006) on “Human Factors Engineering in Medical
Informatics”, where wshared examples of usability studies for Hospital Informa-
tion Systems, Telemedicine, Distant Training, and e-Health. We also participated
in the workshop of the IMIA HIS Working group: “Expanding the Scope of
Health Information Systems from Hospitals to Regional Networks, National In-
frastructures, and Beyond”, hosted by INA, Instituto Nacional de Administragdo
in Oeiras, Portugal in July 2006.

We have produced a report on Tele-radiology, and the current developments in
different parts of the world, particularly the potential impact of commercial Tele-
Radiology on the organisation of healthcare. Telematics is a way to improve
Healthcare in developing countries, and we are establishing relations with healthcare
networks in developing countries, particularly Africa.

221
|

IMIA’s Working Groups and Special Inferest Groups

Telematics in Health Care

(Chair (2005 - 2008):

Dr. Regis Beuscart,

Professor of Medical Informatics

The University of Lillg, 1, Place de Verdun
59045 Lille

France

Tel: +33320526970

Fox: +3320521022

E-mail: theuscart@chru-llle.fr

(o-chair (2006 - 2009):

Dr. Knut Bemstein, MD, BA (Informatics)

Consultant, MEDIQ - Medical Informatics and Quality Development
Bronshoj

(openhagen

Denmark

Tel: + 4530922272

Email: kh@mediq.dk
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