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This 1993 IMIA Yearbook of
Medical Informatics is the second in
what we hope will be a long series of
annual publications for the interna-
tional medical informatics community.
Because of the success of the 1992
Yearbook, the IMIA Board and its
General Assembly decided to proceed
with the publication of Yearbooks,
considering this amajor project within
IMIA to share insight and experience
worldwide. For that reason, the title
for this 1993 Yearbook, Sharing
Knowledge and Information, is also
particularly appropriate. The number
of Yearbooks distributed worldwide
will once again approach the 10,000
mark this year. '

The material in this Yearbook has
been carefully selected with the help

of many individuals. The IMIA na- .

tional societies, Working Groups and
Special Interest Groups provided the
editors with background material that
is of interest to members of medical
informatics societies, industries and
health care institutions. The editors
also invited experts in certain areas to
write review articles on specific sub-
jects. This year the papers are on The
Unified Medical Language System
(D.AB. Lindberg, B.L. Humphreys
and A.T. McCray, USA), Security in
Medical Information Systems (A.R.

Bakker, The Netherlands), and Stan-
dardizationin Medical Informatics (G.
J. E. De Moor, Belgium). Because of

-the interest in these articles, which

serve to inform the broad readershipin
medicine and health care of the state-
of-the-art and trends in current re-
search areas, the editors plan toincrease
the number of such reviews in future
years.

The articles in this Yearbook be-
long to the best that appeared in 1992
- but there were many more, and a
balanced selection had to be made
with the help of about 35 referees from
different countries who assisted the
editors in their final selection. Each
article was reviewed by at least three
referees, and reviewers looked spe-
cifically at the following criteria: sig-
nificance to medical informatics,
health care and/or medicine; quality
of scientific and/or technical content;
originality and innovativeness; refer-
ence to related prior work; and orga-
nization and clarity of presentation.
On this basis (given the number of
pages allotted to articles) 46 articles
were selected. Because of page limi-
tations, several very good articles could
regretfully not be incorporated. For
that reason, as in the 1992 Yearbook,
a full list of articles has been included
that were indexed by the National Li-
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brary of Medicine and that appeared
during 1992. The section on selected
articles is concluded by an authors’
index and a subject index.

This year the editors approached,
for the different Sections of the 1993
Yearbook, six experts and requested
them to give an introductory synopsis
and commentary on the selected ar-
ticles, in this way obtaining a state-of-
the-art review of the six subject areas.
The sections and Guest Editors are:
‘Health and Clinical Management,
KathrynJ. Hannah, Canada; Integrated
Information Systems, Alexa T.
McCray, USA; Patient Record Sys-
tems, A. Nowlan, UK; Image and
Signal Processing, H-P. Meinzer,
Germany; Decision Support Systems,
J. Wyatt, UK; and Knowledge-Based
Systems, M.G. Kahn, USA.

As in the 1992 edition, several in-

dustrieshave given supporttothe 1993

Yearbook by placing advertisements
in the Yearbook. In coming years,
industries in the rapidly expanding
field of health care informatics will be
encouraged to participate more ac-
tively in the Yearbook. Institutions,
member societies, and industries will
find one page announcing the 1994
IMIA Yearbook on Medical
Informatics, with the title Advanced
Communications in Health Care.
Medical investigators, professional
workers in medical informatics, chairs
of working groups, IMIA representa-
tives, health care managers, and com-
panies are kindly invited to send their
ideas and material as early as possible
to the editors of the IMIA Yearbook.
For the 1994 Yearbook, the editors
will accept suggestions for articles to
be included in the Yearbook that have
been published in the time period Sep-

tember 1992 through December 1993.
In subsequent years a similar approach
will be taken. This will allow sugges-
tions to be made for articles that may
have appeared too late in a previous
year for timely inclusion in the Year-
book.

We hope that this Yearbook will
again further stimulate our field of
medical informatics, encouraging re-
searchers to write publications of high
scientific content, and assisting de-
signers of systems and industries to
select promising areas for develop-
ment of information systems for the
worldwide health care community,
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