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This paper describes the information system for a cumulative psychiatric patient case register which has been in operation for ten years in a community with a population of 700,000 persons. The structure of the data files and the general philosophy behind them are explained. The problems of accuracy and of intra-file and inter-file record linkage by name and matching are discussed. It is concluded that well-trained, careful clerical help are as important as elaborate computer editing programs for maintaining the highest possible level of accuracy.




Vorliegende Arbeit beschreibt das Informationssystem eines kumulativen psychiatrischen PatientenRegisters, das seit 10 Jahren in einer Gemeinde von 700,000 Einwohnern in Betrieb ist. Die Struktur der Dateien und ihre Grundkonzeption werden erläutert. Die Probleme der Genauigkeit und der Record Linkage innerhalb der und zwischen den Dateien werden diskutiert. Die Verfasser vertreten den Standpunkt, daß zur Erzielung eines möglichst hohen Grades von Zuverlässigkeit erfahrene und zuverlässige Dokumentationsassistenz genau so wichtig ist wie sorgfältige Computer-Ausgabe-Programme.





[bookmark: N10913]
Key-Words

Patient Case Registers - 
Record Linkage - 
Record Processing - 
Epidemiology of Mental Disorders - 
Follow-up Studies - 
Information Systems




[bookmark: N1092C]
Schlüssel-Wörter

Patienten-Register - 
Record Linkage - 
klinische Datenverarbeitung - 
Epidemiologie von Geisteskrankheiten - 
Verlaufsstudien - 
Informationssysteme


[bookmark: FN1636088-1]
        

*) Reprint requests should be sent to Dr. Babigian.

      





 

[bookmark: ]

[bookmark: N1095D]
	
References


	
[bookmark: BR1636088-1]R1 
          
            Babigian H. M. 
          
        Schizophrenia in Monroe County. In 
          
            Katz M. M, 
          
          
            Littlestone R, 
          
          
            Mosher L, 
          
          
            Roath M. S, 
          
          
            Tuma A. H.. 
          
        (Eds.) Schizophrenia—Implications of Research Findings for Treatment and Teaching. New York: Basic Books; in press. 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR1636088-2]R2 
          
            Babigian H. M. 
          
        The Role of Epidemiology and Mental Health Care Statistics in the Planning of Mental Health Centers. In Beigel and Levenson (Eds.) The Community Mental Health Center. 1972. New York: Basic Books.; 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR1636088-3]R3 
          
            Babigian H. M. 
          
        The Role of Psychiatric Case Registers in the Longitudinal Study of Psychopathology. In Roff, Robins and Pollack (Eds.) Life History Research in Psychopathology. 1972. Vol. 2 Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.; 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-4]R4 
          
            Babigian H. M, 
          
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Miles H. C, 
          
          
            Romano J. 
          
        Diagnostic consistency and change in a follow-up study of 1215 patients. Amer. J. Psychiat 1965; 121: 895-901. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: OR1636088-5]R5 
          
            Babigian H. M, 
          
          
            Harper D. 
          
        The use of epidemiologic data in the evaluation of community mental health centers. Presented at the Fifth World Congress of Psychiatry in Mexico City, Mexico. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-6]R6 
          
            Babigian H. M, 
          
          
            Odoroff C. L. 
          
        The mortality experience of a population with psychiatric illness. Amer. J. Psychiat 1969; 126: 470-479. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-7]R7 
          
            Bahn A. K, 
          
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Alltop L, 
          
          
            Knatterud G. L, 
          
          
            Solomon M. 
          
        Admission and prevalence rates for psychiatric facilities in four register areas. Amer. J. puhl. Hlth 1966; 56: 2033-2051. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: OR1636088-8]R8 Committee on Nomenclature and Statistics of the American Psychiatric Association: DSM-II Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. (Second Edit.) Washington: American Psychiatric Association.. 





PubMed





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-9]R9 
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Babigian H. M. 
          
        A longitudinal comparison of psychiatric service. Amer. J. Orthopsychiat 1966; 36: 818-828. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-10]R10 
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Bahn A. K, 
          
          
            Mack M. 
          
        Suicide and psychiatric care in the aging. Arch. gen. Psychiat 1964; 10: 547-553. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-11]R11 
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Bahn A. K, 
          
          
            Miles H. C. 
          
        Patient experience in psychiatric units of general and state mental hospitals. Publ. Hlth Rep. (Wash.) 1964; 79: 755-767. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-12]R12 
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Miles H. C, 
          
          
            Iker H. P, 
          
          
            Romano J. A. 
          
        A cumulative register of psychiatric services in a community. Amer. J. publ. Hlth 1963; 53: 1269-1277. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-13]R13 
          
            Garmezy N. 
          
        Vulnerability research and the issues of primary prevention. Amer. J. Orthopsychiat 1971; 41: 101-116. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-14]R14 
          
            Hetznecker W, 
          
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Odoroff C. L, 
          
          
            Turner R. J. 
          
        Field survey methods in psychiatry. Arch. gen. Psychiat 1966; 35: 427-438. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-15]R15 
          
            Miles H. C, 
          
          
            Gardner E. A. 
          
        A psychiatric case register; The use of a psychiatric case register in planning community mental health services. Arch. gen. Psychiat 1966; 14: 571-580. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-16]R16 
          
            Pederson A. M, 
          
          
            Barry D. J, 
          
          
            Babigian H. M. 
          
        Epidemiologic considerations of psychotic depression. Arch. gen. Psychiat 1972; 27: 193-197. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-17]R17 
          
            Romano J, 
          
          
            Babigian H. M, 
          
          
            Odoroff C. L. 
          
        Clinical epidemiological studies of schizophrenia. Bull. Acad. Med. Sciences, U.S.S.R. Institute of Psychiatry 1971; 5: 34-39. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-18]R18 
          
            Wagner G, 
          
          
            Newcombe H. B. 
          
        Record Linkage – Its methodology and application in medical data processing. A bibliography. Meth. Inform. Med 1970; 9: 121-138. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR1636088-19]R19 
          
            Zax M, 
          
          
            Gardner E. A, 
          
          
            Hart W. 
          
        A survey of the prevalence of alcoholism in Monroe County, N.Y., 1961. Quart. J, Stud. Alcohol 1967; 28: 316-327. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar










 









    
  

  
    
      
        

      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 54.158.15.130
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  