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Introduction

Heart failure is the “Achilles heel” of cardiac surgical therapy. Being aware of this problem Prof. Mohr focused on therapeutic options and the possibilities when cardiac surgical therapy could be of benefit for our patients. He had this specific interest already during his early surgical career when he successfully established a new heart transplantation program in Göttingen in the years 1990 until 1994. During this time a frequent collaboration with Germany's largest transplantation center, the Heart and Diabetes Center in Bad Oeynhausen, Germany was established. In the consecutive years, several teams from Göttingen and later from Leipzig visited Bad Oeynhausen and learned from the large experience there. Based on this training a very successful patient support group was also formed at that time.

Prof. Mohr was one of the first leaders who taught his fellows and residents to collaborate with other medical specialties, to team up with cardiologists and thus to form a true interdisciplinary team. Especially close collaborations with the pharmacology,[1] the cardiology, and the pathology departments should be mentioned in this context. This concept as an expression of Prof. Mohr's extraordinary leadership was certainly the base for a successful surgical heart failure program at the Leipzig Heart Center.

Besides thoracic organ transplantation and mechanical circulatory support, guided by Prof. Mohr, the interest of our group focused on evaluating further surgical therapeutic options to treat heart failure. We concentrated on conventional surgical therapies in patients with heart failure and on exploring new technologies. Therapeutic options of the cardiac surgeons for patients with heart failure include therapy of underlying conditions, such as coronary artery disease or valve disease (mostly mitral valve disease), reconstruction of left ventricular size and dimensions, additional new techniques such as ventricular reshaping using splints or external meshes, or resynchronization therapy. Also, therapeutic options such as assist device implantation and heart transplantation have to be considered.
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