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Abstract


Mankind has pondered over the nature of epilepsy for centuries and this review provides a historical perspective of the evolution of that thought process with particular regard to pathophysiology, neuropathology and etiology. In light of the diversity of the etiologies briefly discussed here, it follows naturally that treatment modalities and management varies in different situations, more so in the pediatric setting.  This review presents an overview of decades of laboratory work that has culminated in a widely accepted, clinically relevant pathologic classification with prognostic and therapeutic implications, particularly for focal cortical dysplasias. It also showcases some of the recent discoveries using cutting edge molecular methods that will eventually lead to better diagnosis and management of this condition.
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