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Abstract


With an increased understanding of the pathological processes involved in perinerual spread, surgery has come to play a greater role in its management. As skull base techniques have been refined, the reconstructive surgeon has been presented with increasingly complex and voluminous defects requiring repair. To enable such surgery to have acceptable outcomes, attention to form and function is paramount. This article describes the methods of repair, which have evolved over the last 25 years of practice, and that we find to be both reliable and durable. Our accumulated experience is presented as a treatment algorithm, which will aid the skull base reconstructive surgeon to achieve success for the wide variety of defects encountered with these patients.
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Pearls of Wisdom

[bookmark: FN16pns13-1]
        
 • Careful three-dimensional thinking and planning to ensure flap will fit the defect and obliterate all spaces.

      


[bookmark: FN16pns13-2]
        
 • Choose a reliable, well-vascularized flap that you know well.
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 • Meticulous attention to detail of the inset and focus on key defects. There is only one good chance at inset to the bony skull base.

      


[bookmark: FN16pns13-4]
        
 • If you can see CSF, seal it and drain the space.

      


[bookmark: FN16pns13-5]
        
 • Begin with the end in mind. Careful planning to avoid complications.

      


[bookmark: FN16pns13-6]
        
 • Work with like-minded head and neck surgeons and neurosurgeons. Their attention to detail is as important as that of the reconstructive surgeon.

      





 

[bookmark: ]

[bookmark: N110B8]
	
References


	
[bookmark: JR16pns13-1]1 Warren TA, Nagle CM, Bowman J, Panizza BJ. The Natural History and Treatment Outcomes of Perineural Spread of Malignancy within the Head and Neck. J Neurol Surg B 2016;  (e-pub ahead of print). doi: 10.1055/s-0036-1579777 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR16pns13-2]2 Warren TA, Whiteman DC, Porceddu SV, Panizza BJ. Insight into the epidemiology of cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma with perineural spread. Head Neck 2016;  (e-pub ahead of print). doi: 10.1002/hed.24453 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR16pns13-3]3 Warren TA, Panizza B, Porceddu SV , et al.  Outcomes after surgery and postoperative radiotherapy for perineural spread of head and neck cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma. Head Neck 2014;  (e-pub ahead of print). doi:10.1002/hed.23982 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR16pns13-4]4 Essig GF, Kitipornchai L, Adams F, Zarate D, Gandhi M, Porceddu S, Panizza B. Lateral Temporal Bone Resection in Advanced Cutaneous Squamous Cell Carcinoma: Report of 35 Patients. J Neurol Surg B Skull Base 2013; 74 (1) 54-59 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar










 









    
  

  
    
      
        


      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 3.239.243.235
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  