
    
    

    
    

    

    
    
    
      
    
    the thoracic and cardiovascular surgeon


    
    
    
      
    
    130130;140300



    

      

  
    	
          
            DE
          
        
	
          EN
        
	
        
          Home
        
      
	
        Products
        	
            
              Journals
            
          
	
            
              Books
            
          
	
            
              Book Series
            
          


        

      
	
        Service
        	
            
              Library Service
            
          


        

      
	
        Help
      
	
        
          Contact
        
      
	
        
          Portal
        
      


  

  
    
    
      
        The Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon
      
    

    

  
    
    
      
        
          Full-text search
        

      

      	Full-text search
	Author Search
	Title Search
	DOI Search
	Metadata Search


    

    
    
    
    
  




  

  
    


  



  	
	
	
	
	
	
        
          Journal
        
        	
                Aims and Scope
              
	
                Editorial Board
              
	
                German National License
              
	
                Imprint
              
	
                X
              
	
                TCS Women
              
	
                About Women in Medicine
              


      
	
        
          Authors
        
        	
                Instructions for Authors
              
	
                Submit a Manuscript
              
	
                Select Crowd Review
              


      
	
          
            Subscription
          
          	
                  Subscription Information & Contacts
                
	
                  Institutional Licensing
                


        
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Pediatric Cardiology 
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                National Survey on Training in Pediatric Cardiology by the “Junges Forum” of the DGPK
              
	
                2019 Issue
              
	
                2020 Issue
              
	
                2021 Issue
              
	
                2022 Issue
              
	
                2023 Issue
              


      
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Society Papers
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                The German–Austrian S3 Guideline “Cardiogenic Shock Due to Myocardial Infarction: Diagnosis, Monitoring, and Treatment”
              
	
                Status of Cardiac Surgical Intensive Care Medicine in Germany in 2018
              
	
                53rd Annual Meeting of the German Society for Pediatric Cardiology (DGPK)
              
	
                50th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery (DGTHG)
              
	
                52nd Annual Meeting of the German Society for Pediatric Cardiology
              
	
                49th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
              
	
                51st Annual Meeting German Society for Pediatric Cardiology
              
	
                48th Annual Meeting German Society for Thoracic, Cardiac, and Vascular Surgery
              
	
                Following the Rules
              
	
                Evaluation of Strategies in the Management of Infective Aortic Valve Endocarditis at German Cardiac Surgical Departments
              
	
                Heart Team: Joint Position of the Swiss Society of Cardiology and the Swiss Society of Cardiac Surgery
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2022
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2021: The Annual Updated Registry of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2020
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2019
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2018
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2017
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2016
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2015
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2014
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2013
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2012
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2011
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2010
              
	
                Basis-Anforderungen einer Fachabteilung für Herzchirurgie 2022
              
	
                Basisstandards einer Fachabteilung für Herzchirurgie
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery Capacity in Sub—Saharan Africa: Quo Vadis?
              
	
                Bernoulli in the Operating Room: From the Perspective of a Cardiac Surgeon
              
	
                Different Paths to the Same End: A Response to the Question: Quo Vadis?
              
	
                2022 Annual Meeting report
              


      





    	
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
          
            
              Not Logged In
            
             
              Login
            
            
              	
                  
                    
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        Username or e-mail address: 
                        
                      

                      
                        Password:
                        
                      

                      
                        
                      

                      Forgot Access Data?
                      
                        Register Now
                      
                      
                        OpenAthens/Shibboleth Login
                      
                    

                  
                


            

          
        
        

        

      
	
        
        
          Shopping Cart
        
        









        
        
      


  

  
    
      
    

    
    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      
        
          
        

      
    
  




      

      

      
        




  



  

  
    
    
      [image: ]
      
    

    
    
      
        
          
          
          
          
            Year (Archive)
            
              
                
                  2016
                

              

              	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2024
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2023
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2022
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2021
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2020
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2019
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2018
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2017
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2016
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2015
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2014
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2013
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2012
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2011
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2010
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2009
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2008
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2007
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2006
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2005
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2004
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2003
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2002
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2001
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2000
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1999
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1998
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1997
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1996
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1995
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1994
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1993
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1992
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1991
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1990
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1989
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1988
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1987
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1986
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1985
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1984
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1983
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1982
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1981
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1980
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1979
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1978
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1977
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1976
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1975
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1974
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1973
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1972
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1971
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1970
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1969
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1968
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1967
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1966
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1965
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1964
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1963
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1962
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1961
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1960
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1959
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1958
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1957
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1956
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1955
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1954
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1953
                      
                    


            

          

          
          
          
            Issues
            

          

        


        	
                Table of Contents
              
	
            
              
                Current Issue
              
            
          
	
                Articles by Category
              
	
              
                Free Sample Issue (01/2024)
              
            


      
    

    
    
      

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



    
    
    

    

    

    
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
    
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        
          
            
              Related Journals
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          The Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon Reports
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          AORTA
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          International Journal of Angiology
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Seminars in Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          The Surgery Journal
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Seminars in Thrombosis and Hemostasis
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Thrombosis and Haemostasis
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          TH Open
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Hämostaseologie
                        

                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
  

    
  

  
  
  






  
  

  
    

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
      
    
  



    


  

    

    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    

    
    
    

    
      
        
          Subscribe to RSS

          Please copy the URL and add it into your RSS Feed Reader.

          
          https://www.thieme-connect.de/rss/thieme/en/10.1055-s-00000085.xml
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
        [bookmark: saveLink]
      
    

    
      
        
      

      
        
      

      
        
          Share / Bookmark

          Facebook
          X
          Linkedin
          Weibo
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
          
              
          
      
    

    

    

    
      
        
        
          
          
          
        
      
    
  


  
    
      
        
          
            
              Download PDF
            
          
        
      

      
        
          
            
          
        
      

    

  

  

  
  
    
  
  




    
    
Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2016; 64(01): 012-014
DOI: 10.1055/s-0035-1551680


Invited Commentary



Georg Thieme Verlag KG Stuttgart · New York
Invited Commentary: From Moral Reflexes to Ethical Reflection: Ethical Commentary on the Refusal of Cardiac Surgery in Patients with Intravenous Drug Abuse, Active Hepatitis C, or HIV/AIDS

Contributor(s): 
Norbert W. Paul


1
           
        Johannes Gutenberg University Medical Center, Institute for the History, Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine and Clinical Ethics Committee, Mainz, Germany



› Author Affiliations

Further Information


Publication History


        20 September 2014



        28 February 2015


Publication Date:
02 June 2015 (online)












	
Abstract

	
Full Text

	
References




 

[image: SFX Search]

 Buy Article Permissions and Reprints All articles of this category



[image: ]




See also:

High-Risk Cardiac Surgery in Patients with Intravenous Drug Abuse and/or Active Hepatitis C or HIV Infection: An Ethical Discussion of Six CasesThorac Cardiovasc Surg 2016; 64(01): 002-005
DOI: 10.1055/s-0035-1551682







In the previous decades, medical indications for cardiovascular surgery underwent profound changes. With the development of novel surgical techniques, improved implantable materials, and refined procedures of anesthesia and narcosis, cardiovascular surgical interventions have been extended to patients who formerly would not have been eligible, such as patients with several comorbidities or old patients. At least in the system of German academic medicine, cardiovascular surgery has thus become not only a thriving clinical discipline but also a field in which questions of the medical adequateness and reasonability on one hand, and of futility and ethical justifiability on the other are gaining importance.

Not surprisingly, and disappointingly, the venture point for the discussion of the six cases in which refusal of cardiovascular surgery, due to intravenous drug abuse, or active hepatitis C or HIV/AIDS, is an intuition, a moral reflex. The main question emerging from this reflex is whether the underlying health conditions might be sufficiently acceptable reasons to refuse surgical revision or reoperations, even if the life of a patient is acutely endangered. Unfortunately, those health conditions are presented in a narrative way that lends itself to more or less scandalized cultural readings of addiction and infection instead of presenting clinical findings, data, and differential diagnosis as they would be required for a thorough analysis on the level of reconstructive clinical ethics.[1] The following commentary will therefore have to focus on some overarching themes of the article.
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