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Abstract


Selecting the initial language of intervention for bilingual children at risk for language impairment is challenging for clinicians, as both the home and academic languages are important for children's successful communication. In this project, six Spanish–English bilingual first graders at risk for language impairment participated in an 8-week intervention program targeting vocabulary, morphosyntax, narrative, and literacy skills in both Spanish and English. Children completed 24 small-group sessions (three times a week). One group received Spanish intervention first, then English, and another group received English first, then Spanish. The systematic use of both languages in intervention resulted in overall gains in vocabulary and narrative skills in this short-term intervention. Language condition groups differed in performance on oral narratives and semantics. Clinical recommendations for selecting the initial language of intervention are discussed.






        
[bookmark: N10928]
Keywords

Language - 
intervention - 
bilingual - 
Spanish–English - 
language impairment - 
risk
      




 

[bookmark: ]

[bookmark: N10FC7]
	
References


	
[bookmark: JR00571-1]1 Thordardottir E. Towards evidence-based practice in language intervention for bilingual children. J Commun Disord 2010; 43 (6) 523-537 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-2]2 Leonard LB. Children with Specific Language Impairment. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press; 2014 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-3]3 Cirrin FM, Gillam RB. Language intervention practices for school-age children with spoken language disorders: a systematic review. Lang Speech Hear Serv Sch 2008; 39 (1) S110-S137 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-4]4 Fey ME, Long SH, Finestack LH. Ten principles of grammar facilitation for children with specific language impairments. Am J Speech Lang Pathol 2003; 12 (1) 3-15 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-5]5 Gutierrez-Clellen VF. Language choice in intervention with bilingual children. Am J Speech Lang Pathol 1999; 8: 291-302 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-6]6 Kohnert K, Derr A. Language intervention with bilingual children.  In:  Goldstein B, , ed.  Bilingual Language Development and Disorders in Spanish-English Speakers. Baltimore, MD: Brookes; 2004: 315-343 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-7]7 Kohnert K, Yim D, Nett K, Kan PF, Duran L. Intervention with linguistically diverse preschool children: a focus on developing home language(s). Lang Speech Hear Serv Sch 2005; 36 (3) 251-263 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-8]8 Bedore L, Pena ED, Boerger K. Ways to words: learning a second language vocabulary.  In:  Shatz M, Wilkinson L, , eds.  The Education of English Language Learners: Research to Practice. New York, NY: Guilford Press; 2010 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-9]9 August D, Carlo M, Dressler C, Snow C. The critical role of vocabulary development for English language learners. Learn Disabil Res Pract 2005; 20 (1) 50-57 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-10]10 Barnett WS, Yarosz DJ, Thomas J, Jung K, Blanco D. Two-way and monolingual English immersion in preschool education: an experimental comparison. Early Child Res Q 2007; 22 (3) 277-293 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-11]11 Winsler A, Díaz RM, Espinosa L, Rodríguez JL. When learning a second language does not mean losing the first: bilingual language development in low-income, Spanish-speaking children attending bilingual preschool. Child Dev 1999; 70 (2) 349-362 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-12]12 Simon-Cereijido G, Gutiérrez-Clellen VF. Bilingual education for all: Latino dual language learners with language disabilities. Int J Biling Educ Biling 2014; 17 (2) 235-254 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-13]13 Ebert KD, Kohnert K, Pham G, Disher JR, Payesteh B. Three treatments for bilingual children with primary language impairment: examining cross-linguistic and cross-domain effects. J Speech Lang Hear Res 2014; 57 (1) 172-186 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-14]14 Leacox L, Jackson CW. Spanish vocabulary-bridging technology-enhanced instruction for young English language learners' word learning. J Early Child Lit 2014; 14 (2) 175-197 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-15]15 Lugo-Neris MJ, Jackson CW, Goldstein H. Facilitating vocabulary acquisition of young English language learners. Lang Speech Hear Serv Sch 2010; 41 (3) 314-327 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-16]16 Perozzi JA. A pilot study of language facilitation for bilingual, language-handicapped children: theoretical and intervention implications. J Speech Hear Disord 1985; 50 (4) 403-406 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-17]17 Perozzi JA, Sanchez MLC. The effect of instruction in L1 on receptive acquisition of L2 for bilingual children with language delay. Lang Speech Hear Serv Sch 1992; 23: 348-352 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-18]18 Restrepo MA, Castilla AP, Schwanenflugel PJ, Neuharth-Pritchett S, Hamilton CE, Arboleda A. Effects of a supplemental Spanish oral language program on sentence length, complexity, and grammaticality in Spanish-speaking children attending English-only preschools. Lang Speech Hear Serv Sch 2010; 41 (1) 3-13 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-19]19 Restrepo MA, Morgan GP, Thompson MS. The efficacy of a vocabulary intervention for dual-language learners with language impairment. J Speech Lang Hear Res 2013; 56 (2) 748-765 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-20]20 Thordardottir ET, Weismer SE, Smith ME. Vocabulary learning in bilingual and monolingual clinical intervention. Child Lang Teach Ther 1997; 13 (3) 215-227 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-21]21 Silverman RD. Vocabulary development of English-language and English-only learners in kindergarten. Elem Sch J 2007; 107 (4) 365-383 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-22]22 Ulanoff SH, Pucci SL. Learning words from books: the effects of read-aloud on second language vocabulary acquisition. Biling Res J 1999; 23 (4) 409-422 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-23]23 Fabiano-Smith L, Barlow JA. Interaction in bilingual phonological acquisition: evidence from phonetic inventories. Int J Biling Educ Biling 2010; 13 (1) 81-97 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-24]24 Goodrich JM, Lonigan CJ, Farver JM. Do early literacy skills in children's first language promote development of skills in their second language? An experimental evaluation of transfer. J Educ Psychol 2013; 105 (2) 414-426 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-25]25 Kroll JF, Stewart E. Category interference in translation and picture naming: Evidence for asymmetric connections between bilingual memory representations. J Mem Lang 1994; 33 (2) 149-174 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-26]26 MacWhinney B. Extending the competition model. Int J Biling 2005; 9 (1) 69-84 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-27]27 Verhoeven LT. Transfer in bilingual development: the linguistic interdependence hypothesis revisited. Lang Learn 1994; 44 (3) 381-415 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-28]28 Squires KE, Lugo-Neris MJ, Peña ED, Bedore LM, Bohman TM, Gillam RB. Story retelling by bilingual children with language impairments and typically developing controls. Int J Lang Commun Disord 2014; 49 (1) 60-74 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-29]29 Van Hell JG, De Groot A. Conceptual representation in bilingual memory: effects of concreteness and cognate status in word association. Biling Lang Cogn 1998; 1 (03) 193-211 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-30]30 Pena ED, Bedore LM, Lugo-Neris MJ. Language intervention for school-age bilingual children: principles and application.  In:  McCauley R, Fey M, Gillam R, , eds.  Treatment of Language Disorders in Children. 2nd ed. Baltimore, MD: Brookes Publishing;  In press 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-31]31 SRA. Early Interventions in Reading. Columbus, OH: McGraw Hill Education; 2012 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-32]32 Miller L, Gillam R, Peña E. Dynamic Assessment and Intervention of Children's Narratives. Austin, TX: Pro-Ed; 2001 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-33]33 Pena ED, Bedore LM, Iglesias A, Gutierrez-Clellen VF, Goldstein BA. Bilingual English Spanish Oral Screener (BESOS)—Experimental Version; 2008 









	
[bookmark: OR00571-34]34 Bracken BA, McCallum RS. Universal Nonverbal Intelligence Test. Itasca, IL: Riverside Publishing; 1998 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-35]35 Pena ED, Gutierrez-Clellen VF, Iglesias A, Goldstein BA, Bedore LM. Bilingual English Spanish Assessment (BESA). San Rafael, CA: AR Clinical Publications; 2014 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-36]36 Gillam RB, Pearson NA. Test of Narrative Language: Examiner's Manual. Austin, TX: Pro-ed; 2004 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: OR00571-37]37 Gillam RB, Pena ED, Bedore LM, Pearson N . Test of Narrative Language Spanish Experimental Version 





PubMed





	
[bookmark: JR00571-38]38 Gillam RB, Peña ED, Bedore LM, Bohman TM, Mendez-Perez A. Identification of specific language impairment in bilingual children: I. Assessment in English. J Speech Lang Hear Res 2013; 56 (6) 1813-1823 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: OR00571-39]39 Greene K. Cognitive-based intervention for preschoolers [Unpublished doctoral dissertation].  The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX; 2012 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-40]40 German DJ, Schwanke JH, Ravid R. Word finding difficulties: differentiated vocabulary instruction in the speech and language room. Comm Disord Q 2012; 33 (3) 146-156 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR00571-41]41 Siegel SC, Castellan JNJ. Nonparametric Statistics for the Behavioural Sciences. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill; 1988 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR00571-42]42 Edmonds LA, Kiran S. Effect of semantic naming treatment on crosslinguistic generalization in bilingual aphasia. J Speech Lang Hear Res 2006; 49 (4) 729-748 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar










 









    
  

  
    
      
        

      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 34.207.100.160
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  