
75th Birthday of
Prof. Dr. rer. nat. Dres. h.c. Adolf Nahrstedt

Bibliography
DOI http://dx.doi.org/
10.1055/s-0035-1546184
Published online July 28, 2015
Planta Med 2015; 81: 961
© Georg Thieme Verlag KG
Stuttgart · New York ·
ISSN 0032‑0943

Correspondence
Prof. Dr. Veronika Butterweck
University of Applied Sciences
Northwestern Switzerland
School of Life Sciences, Institute
for Pharma Technology
Gründenstraße 40
4132 Muttenz
Switzerland
veronika.butterweck@fhnw.ch

Correspondence
Prof. Dr. Matthias Hamburger
Pharmazeutische Biologie
Dept. Pharmazeutische
Wissenschaften
Universität Basel
Klingelbergstraße 50
4056 Basel
Switzerland
matthias.hamburger@unibas.ch

Prof. Dr. rer. nat. Dres. h. c. Adolf Nahrstedt

961Editorial

T
hi

s 
do

cu
m

en
t w

as
 d

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fo

r 
pe

rs
on

al
 u

se
 o

nl
y.

 U
na

ut
ho

riz
ed

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
io

n 
is

 s
tr

ic
tly

 p
ro

hi
bi

te
d.
Natural products scientists do not work in isola-
tion. They write papers, they read publications of
fellow scientists in their field of research, and they
meet other researchers at conferences all over the
world. In this process, some distinguished indi-
viduals play a special and outstanding role – they
become Editor-in-Chief of a scientific journal. In
this role, they guide authors through the publica-
tion process and establish a collaborative rela-
tionship with authors to help them improve the
quality of their work. The ability to make an ob-
jective and fair assessment of a manuscript is im-
portant in that context. An Editor-in-Chief of a
journal needs to be a good leader and communi-
cator so that he can clearly inform authors of their
decisions and ensure that the lines of communi-
cation with the rest of the editorial team and the
publisher are clear.
All these requirements can only be accomplished
through a combination of rare talents: unusually
broad scientific interests and knowledge, unfail-
ing intuition for good manuscripts, strong leader-
ship skills, and a certain kind of charisma that
brings people together. All of this is present in
Prof. Dr. Adolf Nahrstedt to whom this Special Is-
sue is dedicated on the occasion of his 75th birth-
day on August 9th this year.
Professor Nahrstedt has been associated with
Planta Medica, the official journal of the Society
for Medicinal Plant and Natural Products Re-
search (GA) for more than 30 years, first as Co-Ed-
itor (1983–1992), later as Editor-in-Chief (EiC)
(1993–2004), and Senior Editor (2005 – present).
During his tenure as Editor-in-Chief Professor
Nahrstedt developed Planta Medica from an Eu-
rope-centered specialist journal to a truly inter-
national and highly regarded interdisciplinary
forum for Pharmaceutical Biologists and other
scientists interested in the multifaceted field of
natural products.
This success would not have been possible with-
out an extraordinary personal dedication to the
journal, hard work, and countless hours on week-
ends spent in his office. He brought extreme at-
tention to every single manuscript. His marks
and comments penciled in virtually all submitted
papers to be further distributed to co-editors and
reviewers were witness of his thoroughness, and
of his desire to assist scientists from all over the
world to improve their manuscripts. Despite his
unfailing quest for quality Prof. Nahrstedt was al-
ways extremely fair and supportive to authors,
and this is probably the reason for his unbroken
popularity among natural products researchers
worldwide. He attained the status of a “rock star”;
over the last decades for his enormous contribu-
tion to Planta Medica, and his always superior re-
lations to authors and readers worldwide.
For those who have had the privilege to know him
more personally he remains the very much ap-
preciated, sensitive and interested listener who
exudes natural human warmth and cherishes
faithful and enduring friendship.
This Special Issue contains 31 contributions from
leading natural products scientists, former collab-
orators and friends of Prof. Nahrstedt from all
over the world. These articles are dedicated to
Prof. Nahrstedtʼs distinguished career, excellent
leadership and charming personality, and they
cover high-impact areas and new directions in
natural products research. We extend our thanks
to all these distinguished authors for joining this
celebration.
GA and the members of the Editorial Board of
Planta Medica cordially congratulate Prof. Nahr-
stedt. They wish him a wonderful 75th birthday,
continued scientific activity, happiness, health,
and further creative achievements for the years
to come!
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