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Abstract


Massive malignant hemothorax (MMH) is a rare and serious complication encountered in the field of oncology and can be life threatening. It is often difficult and complex to manage. Herein, we present cases of four patients who had MMH and in whom a hemothorax was successfully stopped via continuous intrapleural irrigation with epinephrine (5-mg epinephrine/1,000-mL normal saline, infused at 100 mL/h) instead of a conventional surgical approach. Although no patient deaths were attributed to intractable bleeding, two deaths were related to multiple organ failure. Despite the limited number of cases, this method was a convenient, effective, and inexpensive alternative to open surgical or thoracoscopic drainage for MMH.






        
[bookmark: N117E3]
Keywords

intrapleural treatment - 
hemothorax - 
malignancy





 

[bookmark: ]

[bookmark: N11A88]
	
References


	
[bookmark: JR143769c-1]1 Hihara T, Furumoto N, Kakishita M. Hemopneumothorax due to pulmonary metastasis with malignant hemangioendothelioma: CT and pathological findings. Radiat Med 1988; 6 (5) 213-215 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-2]2 Catena F, Bianchi R, Ansaloni L, Pinna AD. Hemothorax caused by rupture of a primitive thoracic leiomyosarcoma of the thoracic aorta: description of a case and literature review. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2008; 135 (3) 688-689 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-3]3 Kessel B, Alfici R, Ashkenazi I , et al.  Massive hemothorax caused by intercostal artery bleeding: selective embolization may be an alternative to thoracotomy in selected patients. Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2004; 52 (4) 234-236 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-4]4 Dominguez J, Sancho C, Escalante E, Morera JR, Moya JA, Bernat R. Percutaneous treatment of a ruptured intercostal aneurysm presenting as massive hemothorax in a patient with type I neurofibromatosis. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2002; 124 (6) 1230-1232 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-5]5 Huang PM, Ko WJ, Tsai PR , et al.  Aggressive management of massive hemothorax in patients on extracorporeal membrane oxygenation. Asian J Surg 2012; 35 (1) 16-22 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-6]6 De Boer WA, Koolen MG, Roos CM, Ten Cate JW. Tranexamic acid treatment of hemothorax in two patients with malignant mesothelioma. Chest 1991; 100 (3) 847-848 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-7]7 Schweigert M, Beron M, Dubecz A, Stadlhuber R, Stein H. Video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery for posttraumatic hemothorax in the very elderly. Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2012; 60 (7) 474-479 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-8]8 Solaini L, Prusciano F, Solaini L, Carletti M. Video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery for postoperative hemothorax. Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2011; 59 (8) 475-478 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR143769c-9]9 Schroeter T, Bittner H, Subramanian S, Hänsig M, Mohr F, Borger M. Life-threatening hemothorax resulting from lung hernia after minimally invasive mitral valve surgery. Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2011; 59 (4) 252-254 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar










 









    
  

  
    
      
        


      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 52.91.103.49
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  