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Abstract


A novel and efficient synthesis of xanthones is described. 2-(Trimethylsilyl)phenyl 2-fluorobenzoate derivatives undergo Fries-type rearrangement and intramolecular SNAr reaction in a one-pot sequential manner under fluoride ion-promoted mild conditions. The method provides efficient access to xanthones that have significant steric congestion around the C9 carbonyl, which are not readily available by conventional methods. 
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