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Abstract


Very little is known about the language environments of children in the United States in non-English-speaking homes. There is currently no published research that analyzes deaf or hard of hearing children in Spanish-speaking households, although the Colorado Home Intervention Program demographics indicate that these households account for 10 to 15% of the population of children who are deaf or hard of hearing. In other geographic regions in the United States, it is likely that the population of deaf and hard of hearing children from Spanish-speaking homes is considerably larger. The Spanish-speaking population in the United States has grown considerably within the last 5 to 10 years and will continue to expand. For these children to receive adequate treatment, research must be conducted to understand their language environment. The Language ENvironment Analysis (LENA) System uses a small recording device to collect, analyze, and sort a child's language environment into multiple categories and analyzes variables such as child vocalizations, adult words, and conversational turn taking. The normative data for the LENA System are from families who are English-speaking. The article demonstrates the feasibility of using the LENA System to gain understanding of the language environment of a child who is deaf or hard of hearing in a Spanish-speaking household.






        

Keywords

Deaf or hard of hearing - 
hearing loss - 
hearing impaired - 
language development - 
LENA - 
Language ENvironment Analysis - 
Spanish-speaking
      




 




	
References


	
1 Hart B, Risley TR. Meaningful Differences in Everyday Experience of Young American Children. Baltimore, MD: Paul H Brookes Publishing; 1995 





Google Scholar





	
2 Gilkerson J, Richards JA. The LENA Natural Language Study (LTR-02–2). Boulder, CO: LENA Foundation; 2008 





Google Scholar





	
3 LENA Research Foundation. Research and Technical Reports. 2011.  Available at:  http://www.lenafoundation.org . Accessed March, 2012 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
4 Morrison H, Lopez L, Rodriguez L. Sound beginnings: coaching families with LENA feedback. 2009.  Available at:  http://www.lenafoundation.org . Accessed on June 22, 2012 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
5 Gilkerson J, Montgomery J, Richards JA, Xu D. Infants around more adult talk become toddlers with better language skills. 2009.  Available at:  http://www.lenafoundation.org . Accessed on June 28, 2012 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
6 Ambrose SE, VanDam M, Moeller MP. The role of talk in outcomes of children who are hard of hearing.  Paper presented at: LENA Conference; Denver, CO; 2011 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
7 Beams D, Yoshinaga-Itano C, Sedey A, Baca R, Davis K. Overcoming traditional maternal level of education effects: Colorado Home Intervention Program.  Poster presented at: LENA Conference; Denver, CO; June 29, 2012 





PubMedGoogle Scholar










 









    
  

  
    
      
        

      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 54.221.2.171
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  