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ABSTRACT

        
Therapeutic treatment with ototoxic medications can result in irreversible auditory and/or vestibular dysfunction. Ototoxicity is increasing, partly due to escalating rates of cancer and infection that require treatment with these medications. The resultant hearing disabilities can have severe communicative, vocational and financial consequences, particularly in individuals with pretreatment hearing loss. This guideline will facilitate the implementation of an ototoxicity monitoring program designed to detect signs of ototoxic damage, providing the opportunity for intervention to minimize further damage. Early detection and monitoring of ototoxicity as standards of care will reduce the impact of ototoxic-induced hearing loss, ultimately improving treatment options for patients and preserving posttreatment quality of life.
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