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Abstract

        

          
Introduction: Inguinal herniotomy is one of the most common operations performed by paediatric surgeons. Most procedures are elective operations but occasionally the hernia is incarcerated. Complications after emergency repair of an incarcerated hernia repair are higher than those associated with elective surgery because of congestion of the sac. Operative techniques described so far include low, high, preperitoneal and laparoscopic approaches. We describe here an open intraperitoneal technique.


        

          
Methods: 6 boys aged between 4–40 weeks were taken urgently to the operating room for incarcerated inguinal hernia repair. All boys were operated on using an open intraperitoneal technique. In this technique, the congested sac does not need to be separated from the adherent vas and vessels within the inguinal canal, the reduced bowel can be inspected with 3D visualisation and resected if necessary, and the peritoneum can be easily incised and sutured through a single skin incision, reducing the risk of complications and providing superior cosmesis.


        

          
Results: All patients had very good postoperative outcomes with no complications.


        

          
Conclusions: The technique can be used not only for incarcerated inguinal hernia repair but also for problematic repairs of recurrent hernias. Disadvantages include postoperative hydrocele formation and failure to inspect the testicle.
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