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We would like to thank the authors for their instructive comments.

We thank Mavrogenis et al. [1] for their interest in our article and their clinically relevant comments regarding the utility of capsule endoscopy in overt obscure gastrointestinal bleeding [2]. Small-bowel tumors are the second most common small-bowel lesion causing obscure gastrointestinal bleeding and account for 5 % – 10 % of cases of small-bowel bleeding [3]. Gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GISTs) often form solid subserosal or intramural masses, sometimes ulcerating or eroding vessels but rarely growing into the lumen [2]
          [3]. Therefore, gastrointestinal bleeding (acute or chronic) is the most common clinical presentation of GISTs while nonspecific symptoms, such as obstruction, invagination, perforation, or anemia occur in approximately 20 % of cases [2]
          [3]. We fully agree with Mavrogenis et al. that in cases of more proximal location of lesions there is a real possibility of these lesions being missed by capsule endoscopy due to the rapid capsule transit, bile and/or bubble artifacts, relatively poor luminal distension, and predominantly submucosal growth, generally with intact or only minimally damaged mucosa [2]
          [3]. Given the comparable diagnostic yield of capsule endoscopy and DBE in the evaluation of obscure gastrointestinal bleeding, there are always the questions of whether these two are competing or complementary technologies and how they should be incorporated in everyday clinical practice. Reports indicate that DBE is the most cost-effective approach for the evaluation of obscure gastrointestinal bleeding especially in emergent cases with massive bleeding, where DBE should be selected over capsule endoscopy, to prevent delay in endoscopic therapy [4]
          [5]
          [6]
          [7]
          [8].

Until now, most of the studies in the literature on the use of computed tomography (CT) in the evaluation of gastrointestinal bleeding have focused on patients with acute bleeding [9]. Recent advances in CT technology have greatly expanded the diagnostic role of CT angiography for various pathologic processes. Although still undergoing study, CT angiography seems to be a promising noninvasive diagnostic tool in the evaluation of obscure gastrointestinal bleeding, particularly the overt variant. Strengths of this technique include noninvasiveness and sensitivity for low rates of bleeding (0.5 mL/min) [9]. CT angiography is rapid and easy to perform and it should be considered in such cases. CT angiography can also assist in determining the endoscopic approach, especially when clinical location of bleeding to the upper or lower gastrointestinal tract is difficult or unreliable. This situation can occur because endoscopy often fails to visualize the exact focus of bleeding when massive bleeding (> 1 mL/min) occurs, since excessive blood or clots in the gastroduodenal tract impair the endoscopic view [9]. Furthermore, it is well known that as most GISTs have an exophytic growth, CT imaging is more useful than endoscopy and barium studies to evaluate the extent and the size of the tumor. Thus, in addition to the endoscopic standard work-up, multidetector CT seems to be recommended for obscure bleeding indications [9]. The precise role and timing of each procedure in these patients requires prospective trials with cost–effectiveness analysis. However, until such trials become available we will continue to rely on our clinical instinct and the useful cases such as the one presented by our group and by Mavrogenis et al. [1]
          [2].
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