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SYNFACT

Significance: The authors present a remarkable
synthetic route to hexaradialene 1 that utilizes a
thermally-driven ring-opening isomerization reac-
tion to form the six exocyclic double bonds in the
final step. The reaction proceeds efficiently provid-
ed that sufficiently bulky groups are tethered to
the triannulated parent compound prior to isomer-
ization, with both the syn and the anti precursors
converted into 1.
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Comment: Alicyclic cross-conjugated molecules
of this type are rare and further studies on the
reactivity of these intriguing molecules could pro-
vide new routes to novel polycyclic aromatic sys-
tems.

2010 © THIEME STUTTGART » NEW YORK

This document was downloaded for personal use only. Unauthorized distribution is strictly prohibited.



