
In conclusion, the carvacrol oil is composed of several active com-

ponents affecting the antimicrobial activity. The antimicrobial ac-

tivity of thyme oil is partly based on additive effects, which espe-

cially increase the kill-rate. A high kill-rate might be of clinical

importance in certain therapeutic applications such as gargling,

inhalation or topical application. In addition, a mixture of several

active ingredients that varies in its composition from year to year

and from lot to lot as is the case with herbal remedies may be

more stable concerning the antimicrobial activity than mixtures

containing just a single active component.
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Erratum

Additive Antmicrobial Effects of the Active

Components of the Essential Oil of Thymus vulgaris –

Chemotype Carvacrol

Felix Iten, Reinhard Saller, Gudrun Abel, Jürgen Reichling

Planta Medica 2009; 75: 1231–1236

The title should read as follows:

Additive Antimicrobial Effects of the Active Components of

the Essential Oil of Thymus vulgaris – Chemotype Carvacrol

Page 1235, right column, line 7:

The complete sentence should read as follows:

For the time-kill method, synergism is defined as a 100-fold

decrease in colony count at 24 hours, compared to the most

active single drug.
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