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Abstract

        
The half disappearance time of HGH 125I was determined in rats at one or at twenty-four hours after nephrectomy or sham operation. The BUN and the T 1/2 of HGH, 125I in rats studied one hour after nephrectomy were not dissimilar to those of the sham operated controls. However, in rats rendered uraemic by nephrectomy twenty-four hours before the tracer study, the T 1/2 of the HGH 125I was significantly prolonged. Thus in this study the presence of a kidney was not obligatory for normal GH disappearance until significant uraemia developed. The kidney is therefore unlikely to be an important site for GH degradation even though rapid localization of this hormone has been shown to occur there.
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