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Abstract

        
A UPLC-UV/ELSD method has been developed for analysis of major triterpenoids and formononetin in Actaea racemosa L. (family Ranunculaceae) samples. The best results were obtained with an Acquity UPLC BEH C18 (100 mm × 2.1 mm, i. d., 1 μm) column system using gradient elution with a mobile phase consisting of water and acetonitrile:methanol (7 : 3) at a constant flow rate of 0.3 mL/min. Owing to their low UV absorption, the triterpene saponins were detected by evaporative light scattering. Within 5.5 minutes, three main triterpenoid glycosides [cimiracemoside A, 23-epi-26-deoxyactein, and actein] and an isoflavonoid, formononetin, could be separated, with detection limits of 5, 5, 10, and 0.01 μg/mL, respectively. The method was successfully used to analyze different Actaea racemosa market products as well as to distinguish between two other Actaea species. There was a significant variability in the amounts of the selected triterpene glycosides for the products containing black cohosh and rhizomes of black cohosh. The isoflavone formononetin was not detected in the samples analyzed. LC-MS coupled with the electrospray ionization (ESI) interface method is described for the identification of formononetin and triterpenoid glycosides in plant samples and dietary supplements that claim to contain black cohosh and different species of Actaea.
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