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Abstract

        
Brainstem cavernoma is a challenging neurosurgical pathology and microsurgery remains the only treatment option. Although the decision-making between interventional and conservative approach to this disease may be complex, malformations presenting multiple bleedings are usually good candidates for surgery.[1] On the other hand, microsurgical resection of cavernomas can offer an effective resolution with acceptable morbidity.

        
In this video, we present a case of pontine cavernoma with multiple hemorrhages in a young patient. The anatomical characteristic of the lesion defines the best suitable craniotomy for surgery. In this case, an anterior petrosal approach[2]
          [3]
          [4] was used to access the peritrigeminal area and safely perform the resection. Anatomical considerations are described on this skull base approach along with the rationale and benefits of this exposure. Electrophysiological neuromonitoring is essential for this kind of procedure and preoperative tractography also enabled the best understanding of the disease. Finally, we also discuss alternative managements and potential complications.[5]
        

        
With the patient's consent, we also show the excellent clinical evolution after few weeks of recovery and the restoration of the corticospinal tract, previously displaced by the cavernoma, to its original position.
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Note
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The patient consented to the publication of his imaging.
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