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The use of tertiary amines as surrogates for secondary amines has prominent advantages in terms of stabilization and ease of handling. A Ni-catalyzed transamidation of N-acylsaccharins with tertiary aromatic amines is reported. By using tert-butyl hydroperoxide as the terminal oxidant, this reaction permits selective cleavage of the C(sp3)–N bonds of unsymmetrical tertiary aromatic amines depending on the sizes of the alkyl substituents.
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1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ = 7.30–7.28 (m, 2 H), 7.20–7.15 (m, 3 H), 7.13–7.06 (m, 3 H), 7.01 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 2 H), 3.46 (s, 3 H). 13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3): δ = 170.4, 144.7, 135.8, 129.4, 128.9, 128.5, 127.5, 126.7, 126.3, 38.2. HRMS (ESI-TOF): m/z [M + Na]+ calcd for C14H13NNaO: 234.0895; found: 234.0898. 
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