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Abstract

        
The eye, like all organs, is exposed to the effects of the bodyʼs endocrine system. In addition, however, local branches of the endocrine system control important organ-specific functions, such as the production and drainage of aqueous humour. Similarly, the eye as a sensory organ acts back on endocrine controlled functions of the body, for example the day-night rhythm. This article aims to illustrate the physiological and pathological interactions of the eye and the endocrine functions of the body in the context of glaucoma. 1. The renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system, which as a local system is involved in the control of aqueous humour production and outflow. 2. The hormone endothelin, which as a strong vasoconstrictor plays a role in the dysregulated perfusion of the optic nerve and retina, and 3. the disruption of the day-night rhythm in advanced glaucoma, which is thought to be caused by damage to light-sensitive ganglion cells.
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